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Goovp's Somaled Goodneſle. 


In two SzRMONS 


4 Preached by Na tr n:Hanp r, Maſterof Arts, and 
Minifter of the Goſpel, in S. Dionis Back: Church, 
Ang. 7. and 14. 1653. 'Occafioned by his late un- 
expected Recovery of a deſperate Sickneſs. 


« 


| I's a. 38. 17,18,19. 
© Behold for Peace, Thad great bitterneſſe, but thou haſt in love to 
wy /oule, delivered it from the pit of corruption, for thou haſt Sap, 
caſt all my finnes behinde thy back. So 
* For the grave cannet praiſe thee, death cannot celebrate thee, they $gp 
that go downe into the pit cannot hope for thy truth, 
5 The living, Te living he (ball praiſe thee, as 1 doe this day. 
þ-+- Aus.Ep. 77.ad Aur i rL: 
75 Nam quid melins 0 animo geramm,& ore prowann, & calamo 
<= exprimamus, quam Deo gratias, bog nes dici brevins, nec andirs 


letins, nec intelligs grating, nes ags i fruttueſſs poteſt. SIÞ 
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: THE HEIGHT OF A B 
3DELIVE RANCE® 


FROM THE 


- DEPTH OF DANGER. 
2 6 fot mn the rſs SERMO Me 


Preached apon that Occaſion, 


I ByNartu:Harpy, Maſter FAre,® 


bee and Preacher to the Pariſh of S. Dioxis Back-Church, 


v5 h PsAL, 118, 17, 18, 19. 

ca I ſhall not die, but live, and declare the Works of the Lord. 

#5 The Lerd bath chaftened me very ſore , but he hath not given me I 
over to death, 

ES Open unto me the gates of rightrouſneſſe, 1 will goe into'ther, and 1 By 


DOPOOO 


I TTEON 


pes wil aiſe the Lord. 

- RE Bafil, Mag, Hom, 9. 6 - 

2: AAnues uh Hxaray oy Tols Naieoty ha, dyapereiy Thy « yelilila 8 

2: Fs Otis. | BS 
Aug. in Plal, 41. Ep 


.. Lia mags, crebra ſunt mala,dalcior erit miſtricordia tua. Etenins 6 
© {triptum eſt quodam loco Specioſa wiſericordia Domini in tems- 
5 L pore tribulations, ſicut nubes plavie in tempore ſiccitatss, -= 
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93 the Black Beare in St. Paul's Church: -yard, neere 


- | the little North-Doore. 16 5 3. 
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To the Right Worſbipfull, Worſhipfull 

and Wel-beloved, The Inhabitants.of the Pariſh of 

S, Dionts Back-Church, Health and wealth, not only 
. inthis life, bat chiefly in that which is to come. 

' worthy Friends, | 

ERS « « ful Decade of yeers ſince 1 firſt was 
BY called by Divine Providence to begin the 
work of yy Miniſtry among you: and-it 
a  70t yet half ſo many months, ſince 11 
Wy -hamane probability both myMiniſtry and 
| 8 0h. . life ſeemed to be at an end : But the wiſe— 
| and gracious God (in whoſe hands all our times are) hath P/al.31.15,. 


mercifully lengthned wy dayes (bleſſed be his name) for 
the greater good of my own,axd I hope) of your ſouls. 


a + 


'beſe Sermons which upon this comfortable occaſicn 7 
late hed, were by ſore of you deſired to be mades' 
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2 Tim. 4. I, 


Heb.6:7. 


7am 1.22. 


$: 7ob.3, 13, 


eAf.:0. 32. 


: Rons.15.30» 


but all the people of this Land were alike minded, one 
tawards another according to Chuiſt Jeſus. 
* Next, let me in the bowels of o#r common Savionr 
beſeech you, 4»d if this will not prevaile, charge you 
befoie God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall Judge 
the quicke and the dead at his appearing and his King- 
dome , that as you drinke in the heavenly raine which 
commecth oft upon you, ſo you endeavosr #0 bring forth 
herbes meet for the great husbandman who dreflerh you. 
I beare yos record (and that without flattery) you are at- 
tentive hearers, 0h that you may be all forward doery of 
the word. BEE ALI 
There are ſome amongit you whoſe love towards me 
hath been, not onely intongue and in word but in deed, 
and that in a more than ordinary meaſure. But yer, let me 
freely tell you. There i nothing (if I know: my owne 
heart) would ſo rejoyce me as to Tee the fruit of my weeke 


labours, #2 the holinefſe of your lives. Belceve'#, thi w- 


the greateſt Kindneſſe « people 849 ſhow is their Mi- 
niſter, ſince whereas by « liberall contribution ebexgdde 
10 hi comfortable ſubliſtence wpon earth, by « religious 
converſation , they increaſe bis eternall reward'in- hea- 
ven. | 3%} 6 IF 
Andnow Brethren, I commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance ameng them which are 
ſandtificd, humbly intreating anfrmes te >: xa with. 
me in your prayers to God borh for me and your ſelves, ' 
that 1 may fo preach avdlive, you may ſo heare 4nd doe, 
4s that we may behold each other,, endall of ys qurRe- | 
ceemerw#b joy in ihe laſt day: So projeth * | 
Your feirhfull fervant'for © ©! 
++, Chriſtsſakein the Goſpel, -* © * 
0,2 2.7 Nate: Hanne 
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Be” : Phil, 2. 27. the former part. han 4108 
For indeed he was ſick, nigh unto death, 
but God had mercy on him... 


F you pleaſe to peruſe the five laſt P/a/ms 
R241 of David, you ſhall:finde them begin- 
Bot ,mg and.erding with::an Hallelnjah : 

b. Y Praiſe ye the Lord, being the eAiphe and: 

FN Omega,the Prove and the Puppis, the firf 
CM nd he left words of each,Not much une. 
mx: © 


like is Saint Paw/rcpractiſe in-the Epjtle 

trance placeth: an ivyaciss, 1 tharke my God: through 7eſacs 17. 
Chritf, and cloſeth with a 0: ike; To. God onely wiſe: tee 
glorie through Teſs Chriſt; In imitation-of theſe, patternes I 
ſhall place Thanksgiving, both in' the Front and Reere of my 
Diſcourſe, Indeed what fitter. Progwinm to a grathlatorie 
Sermon. than a Benedi#us5 ? Bleſſed therefore be God, who 
kept. his #-worthse Servant from falling into. the Grave, a: 
Land: of Silence and Forgetfulneſſe, ondbech now vouchſa. 
fed him the /;hertie of \entring into-his Hewſe;-the place of 
Prayers and Prayſes. Bleſſed be God, who hath brought my 
feet from/1 fngine (ck bed toſtand in,.this boly Afownr. . Fi- 
nally bleſſz4 Geoa,who hath: given. me a; joyfull occaſion of 
handling, and juſt cauſe of applying. this Seriptare-to my ſelfe, 
by changing theth;r4Perſon unto, the. firſt; For indeed 1 was 
fickmigh to death, but God had mercy on me-- X2ifl ,22) 
. This Texs naturally, ireaderh Forth! it ſelfe into 7a maine 

: * 3-0 beughes, 


od 


to the Rowans,wha almoſt in the very en--Rom,18; 16, 


Mercy in hey Beauty. 


boughs,cach of which have three branches ſprouting from them. 
ere - is: obſervable a Diſtreſſe., and a Deliverance; a 
Danger, and an Eſcape, an Affiiftion, and a Liberation : the 
former in thoſe words, He was fick nigh to death; the latter in 
theſe, but God had mercy on him. | 
In the Diftreſe we have obſervable, the 
1.4 2»ality of the Danger what it was, in the word Sick. 
2. Extremity of the Meaſure, how great it was, in thoſe 
words »igh unto arath. / | 
3. Eminency of the Perſon, whom it befell, inthe relative 


In the Deliverance we bave conſiderable, the * 
I. Efficiency of the Author, by whom 'it 'was conferred, 
in the Word Ged. nee 
2. The exceltexcy ofthe Benefir, how expreſſed, in thoſe 
words had mercy 0n him. _ 
- '3-The opportunizy of the Time, when vouchſafedin the ex- 
© "Theſe .are the ſeverall Brauches of this Sacted Tree, into 
whach 1 have clambed by the Ladder of humane induſtry; from 
which by the hand of Divine aflMariceT have gathered,and by 
the ſame hand hall now/carrer- among you ſuch F-x:t as 
hath refreſhed my owne, and (1 hope through Gods bleſling) 
will nouriſh. your ſoules; and ” erupt : oy * 
Gena. Dift»iſſe; He was fick] nigh t# death ; and therein the'qualit 
of the 74n _ word Ree ED , Lo 7 
The Philoſopher, obſerving the property of mans conſtitution, 
deſcribeth him by 7641+, to be a reaſonable living Creature, 
that hath cth6 onely power of /aughing; but rhe Divine con-" 
ſidering the m;/ery of mans |roraition no Tefle, aptly chara- 
Pagitug; lam Ferizeth him by Pebile, ani-unfortynate wretch, that hath the” 
lugubr; compler molt cauſe of weeping ©: Tn this reſpeRt it is not nnfitly taken 
us quam” ff, cui ROtICe A __ tn co pedmn moyag grow burr vi 
ranrumn in vii cyuo as i lizywage of its prefent rears, it would fore-" 
reflas tranſire etl fin do Meal (ie Aka formed. ig bc 


Lows, erm. EXT, | Amonp thoſe maty #245 with which the 1577 of man is be-* 
| 4% ſer, this of fchxeſſe is- owe-- ©" < EG | p 
allure ſudjeR, is namiogretar in hae vita ? 

— _—_ quits 
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quis langnorem non experitur ? naſci in hee corpore mortals in- 
cipere egrotare eſt : Who in this life' doth not more or leſle 
raſt of /ickneſſe ? yea from the (adleto the Crutch, Birth to 
Death, Wombe to the Tombe, we are eontinwally liable.to it. | 
. Oe of which'we may' ſay, as Leah of Fig: A T roop com- Gen. 30.11, 
meth, and to which that Dev4/s name 'in the Goſpel may fitly Ma k 5. 9. 
be applyed Legion - The Poet inſtancing iti'oze kind of aiſeaſe, 
ſpeaketh of a Fand of Feavers, | 
| Nova febrinmy, | Horge. 0d, 3 
© Terruncubuit cohors : 

And Galen pn, the diſeaſes to which oe part , 
mans body, the eye is fubjet , numbreth 112. how great #7? 4%? 79- 
at Army then muſt this Commander have, who begirtet this </&- a 
Cafe of the Body in every part and corner, and that with =24* Yoxie 
ſeverall Sox/diers | No wonder ifthe holy tongue, as' it cal- *#4%i21,x0:- 
leth men T2YND which fignifieth dying men , becauſe ?*5 #9 77" 
they are continually under the power of death, fo it ſtyles *V75A4i27 76- 
them EIWIR fckly mer, becauſe they are expoſed to ſuch'3%s 5 545%, 
variety of fickpeſer 2 | oIxu y dts 

Finally one which exceedeth all thoſe other msſeries of this X29e95vnm. 
preſent /zfe, what diſſention is ina City, diſcord in a Family, Pythag. Apo. 
Jofernes to the Stomach, ignorance to the Afinde , that is 11 Jambl. * 
ſickneſſe to the Body, diſturbing and'op eſfing it; yea, it is *4xav T6 &.- 
the worſt evill of cold, hunger, .and nakednefſe, of heat, thirſt, T*v*TixaTov 
and warmnes , that they haſte» upon us ſickyeſſe and 9 #4gY74ToY 
death. | | arr fie xady tt voes. 

That TI way the better open this diſtreſſe, give me leave to 4 #5 x«74egy 
delineate it both in the effe&s that flow fromit, arid the ca»/c Tols ToAXois 
from which-it floweth. © 6, FEXABITA> 
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of puyadeulioy 
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| There are two grievous attendants. which fitkneſſe com- 79) Greg. 
monly bringeth along with her, namely pazne* and weakneſſe ; Naz. Orat. 
by paint ittaketh away the comfort of all enjoyinents, even 16. 
of life it felfe ; Barzillas being old, ſaid to the King, (an thy 2Sam 19.35. 
Servant tafte what 1 ear, or what 1 drink,? Can ? heare ang, "is ec tn omni 
mort thr uoitof ſin Sag wen, and ſinging women ? where oy nn ol 
foonld thy ſervant bra burden te "my Lord the King * Not \s duweomrs, © | 
. 'much unhke may.it be ſaid of th reins Can hr.eat, or can imermiſſiove. || 
- SY Vows Ig. Ti $3\ » 
other pleaſures then delight him, tupraths. 
when 3c. Ep. 77: 


he drinks ?' Can mufick.; or any whe ; 
7 ; B 
/ 
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when: he is a burthen to himſelfe ? And as by reaſon of paixe, 
it renderth life «comfortable, 10 by reaſon. of weakyeſſe, un- 
ſerviceable, diſenabling the body from. the performance of any 
work: Alas,how can Cheb tp when thezyeights are plucked 
off?ror thezyarch move right,when thezyheels are out of order? 
Both theſe ſad effefts. are fitly expreſſed . by two 
words h the oxe.. in the Hebrew « the other in the Greek, 
tongue, and it is the word which our Apeſie here uſeth. The 
Hebrew word-- WIR ſignifieth both dol{wrr and egretavit, to 
be /ick,, and to be ſorry : well are they expreſſed by one 
word, ſince they commonly go together, both ſmarting pejne 
in the Body,and dolorous angifs inthe AZind being cauſed by 
. ſickneſſe.; in this reſpe& the Engli/o word ai/caſe, is very 
appoſite, becauſe it diſeaſeth and diſturberh the perſon; of this 
Phal.6.233- Davidcomplained in his fckneſſe,when heſaith, Aſy bones are 
vexed, and my ſoule ts alſo ſore vexed. The Greek word a Sivo 
| implyeth both egrotari, and imbecillens 7d e, to be ſick, and to 
Mat.9179. beweak, and therefore the Now of this Herbe is elſewhere: 
Pſal.38.8, rendred 5»firmity : this inconvenience likewiſe David found 
by his di/caſe, when he ſaid; I am feeble; and ſore broken ; 
Buendo ber weakyes being the inſeparable concomitant of oons: | 
ram grantie Afeditations,wb( I would to God) were more INT printed: 
5 j %,e age on the mindes of men,rboſe eſpecialy,who put off their repex-. 
2 mediccrium tance, and the Working out of their /a/vetien till a fick bed, as if 
afjone exciuſus when they are in'pain,they could repent with the more eſe, or 
faiſceme jem when they are weakeſt,they were ſtrong enough for this work : 
—_—_— =: Alas, doe you not know how fir ſuch a time is for ayy, but 
m—_ ex. much morea religiow employment? This no doubt is one 
Or AnimMEs reaſon why Sane Favs, who in other iis adviſeth men. 
Salv. a4 Ecd. to pray for themſelves, in fickyeſſe coun elleth them, to call for - 
Eatbel.\.1. the Elders of the Church te pray Over them, becauſe then for 
Tual.f. the moſt part they are #»able to pray themſelves: in this re- 
ſpe&tit was (asI Pave read) the /ay5vg ofa vertuous Gentle- 
woman upon her fick bed, Let none defer their preparation nor 
Langhorn's fun. their prayers unto the bed of their fckpelle + for then the minde is. 
Se:m, of Ms. too much treublec with grief” 'of bod ty Fee OtPgen, Re ng: 
Mary SWAIN. "551 fpiritual exercsſe. Tell me, whoever thou art that delayelt till, 
chit tirae;how knowelt thou, but ſuch a /ickre/7may ſeize upon 
CR BASED BATES : Pd Rk - thee 


Mercy in her Beauty, 4 


thee asin a moment, may ke away thy life ?: or if not, be- 


4 PS . ui ws 7 : 
zeave thee of thy ſenſes? or it may be fo painfull, that.it.is all bong po 
thou ca»ft do to wreſtle with the paine ; nay; letmie tell thee, /*detepic' qui.” | 


#0 k . _ Mortene multi” 
for the moſt part procraſtinators, when that time com remporihin vixie 


meth, either repent »or 4t a/l in their ſiekyeſſe, or it proveth @ gq4uuu. 
but a ſickly repentance. . Oh then (my Brethres'! ) be dem viam fe. 
in ti»5e; doe not lay the greateſt load on the feebleft. horſe, mivivus offurgit 
put not the. weakeſt ſervant to the hardeſt labour, put-not © 12% offici- 
off the mame war 4 e of thy /oxles health to the dolefull rime _— ”y = 
of thy bedtes fickneſſe. 7 
You have heard what {ickxeſſe doth, or rather #wndoeth ; it omnie corporis 
would not be amiſle to enquire whence it came,and how it was & «him ſub- 
brought into the world. Indeed (as (rift faith in another P*®waroffiie 
caſe) it was not ſo from the beginning. Man in innocency was IG _ 
created with a body of fo equaliand laſting a remperarwre, that Mar.1g.s. 
(had he not fnnea) it had neither been rakes downe by death; Cum omnes ho- 
Nor pxt out of frame by fickneſſe. Sinne it is which is fons Afa- N'36 velint per 


li, morbs, mortss, hath brought in ev3ll inſtead of good, death of ***iem in fine 


vite ſue 4c- 


life, and ckneſſe. of health. The Phyſitian being asked: the\,;..,- 
 Canſe of :Diſeaſes, anſwereth, and moſt truly, mals hunrores;: —o_— —_ 
ewill hnmors 3n the body. But the Divine reſolveth it more /ec:ndum gued 


fully, mali meres, ill manners in the life. Phyloſophy teacheth, rg 


' and Experience confirmeth it, that paſſiones anime ſequuntar can." dui bom. 


remperamentum corporss, the mindes paſſions. much. follom:the /;, 

bodyes temper. Divinity preacheth no leffe.rraly, that thedie? 0 

order'of the body followeth upon the diftemper of the minde 41 

Mans /ole was firſt {ck of fnne, and fo the body becommeth' 

infected with fickreſſe for /inne. It was the firſt ſinne of Adam 

which brought forth; and it is our owne--aftuall finnes that- 

»owriſh this degenerate. Brat, wherewith miznkinde is ſo miſe. 

rably snfefted.. oh TE TEST bac 

- A Mediation, which (if well pondered) would- learne us to 

' beare fickyeſſe whenſoever it commeth upon us without” mar-"" + 

— Ang yet with avoar ig. n;5 3 eXl NihleSqias 
..T. Why ſhould thou rep;»e at God when any:di/caſe ſeizeths! ny 

onethee? True, heisthe oficies; but hon-'crk the meritori- any mo. | 

01 caule ; he ;»flifeth, but it is fnne that deſerveth ; he/puni- putgre peſſumir, - 


feeth, but it is not till thou haſt provoked bim, blame” nor lis ner calaniratum. © | 


B3 juſtice, 


_* 1 


> 
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noſfrgun au- 5ſtice, but thank thy awne wickeaweſſe, the Afoth that: frers 
eee. g he garment is bred of it; the Tree giveth [fe to that pyorme. - 
> Dos "260: which killeth it. Thy fickxeſſe, oh man, is: of thy ſelfe, and thy 
ſed ipþ farimas 0wne wajes and doings are they which procure theſe things to 
ut puniamur, thee. | 
id ibid- 2. When ſickneſſe ſmiteth thy body, let repentance ſmite thy - 
Jerem. 4.48. thigh; when the diſeaſe rageth in thy members, let thy /cule 
| be angry at thy inns, and as:thou complaineſt of the effett, ſo 
4 Epi jabor to be ſenſible of the cauſe. voxGr- maSaywuyin wes 75 ov 
; 3%eoy faith the'Divine excellently, ſickyes is an wholſomeDi/ci- 
pline;it is ſo when it teacheth us to know our folly. Happy diſeaſe 
which openerh our eyes at once to-ſee, and weep for our ſinxes 
© Oh my ſoule, it #s ſinne hath cauſed thy body to feele fickneſſe, let 
fickneſſe cauſe thee to feele the weight of ſinne ; it 14 wickedneſſe 
hath brought this weakneſſe, let this weakneſſe bring thee to @ 
fight and ſenſe of thy wickeadneſſe, why ſhouldft thou hold that 
| Sd in thy hand, which hath ſo ſorely wounded it ? or hug. that 
| © ſtrpent in thy boſome, which hath ſo painfully ſtung thee * rather 
- © ſence the fruit #s.ſo bitter, pluck, up the root, and let not fin reigne 
any longer in thy mortal body ſeeing it hath made thy body ſo mor-» 
tall. And ſo much for the quality of the danger:I paſsonto the 
_ * , Extremity of the meaſure, nigh unto death. © | 
Mortcm omni  -Itis that, which in ſome ſenſe is true of every. man-alive, 
eiari edmmu- . this world is a region of Ghoſts, dying men, yea, young menin' 


MC 


% 


nem eſſe ſentio. rhe prime of their dayes, /rong meninthe full 'vigour of their 
ms of roomy age are nth iderk bebanſe To may then be neer to them. 
cum props a vo- The Philoſopher being ask'd what he thought of /ife, rwrw'd 
bis credimws effe him round and'vanifhed out of fight, thereby intimating, how 
mortem, 2 quo ealily and ſpeedily life may-be:taken away ;:and ſome of them: 
=o _— have no lefle rruly thar-aptly repreſents the diſtance berwoen 
lock omnibyſ= life and death by oculus, apertis and claunſs 4%, an eze- open and 
que nomearis, ſhut, which is done: ina | oment. . Burt though this in ſome 

Sen. Epiſt zo, reſpect be verified of alt men, yet it: is more. eſpecially rrue of 
Tres ſunt min- 1570 ſorts of perſons, to wit, o/d men, and fiek, men, ſince old 

eas | > wgeis vio puornd}: a naturall -diſeaſe;'and a” diſeaſe is yiges 

ilar, cofus *rTi7inror: an accidentall old age, both: muſt needs terid and” 
numtia: mortem haftes to death. i 0 on OT oO OD 
Lateriem, infirmitns qpp©entem,, ſet6ffus praſciton, Huge ds. $, vill. is daft, 41. 
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As for o/d men, they are ſo nigh to death, that the Proverbe Nibil habee 
faith, they have one foot in the grave, young men may dye ſoo, 9994 Ferer 
but they cannot live long ; the dimmneſſe of light in their eyes, wh oa 
and vapoxrs that ſometimes are drawne up into their brat#es, Sen. Ep. zo L 
argue the Sz of their life to be ſerting, the hoary fro, or Qremagmodum 
rather white /zow upon their heads, proclaimes that the winrey {enefus adote- 

of their deaths is approaching. The more ſtrange it is to ſee Py [qui 
them doring on, who are going ot of the world, and asif they ,,g,,mi1 wa 
could ſet up wnder ground,their mindes are moſt earthly whileſt pederentim mo- 
their bodtes are ready to drop.into the earth : the more ſad it rior dixit Ale- 
is to think how a5 Puck and «fit they are to die, who ** /enex lee 
yet are ſo »»likgly to live; and as if with the Eagle they could A TONY 
renew their youth, they flatter themſelves in hope of life, when 9-41 4ixt; © 
yet they are as it were within . /ight of death ; how ſhort are Demonax ſenct- 
ſuch »ex of that heathen Seneca, who ſaid of himſelfe, ante ſe- Þ'0 cane, wwnu- 
neftutem curavi bene wuivere,in ſeneft ute bene mori, my care © [crelutem 
in youth was to lzve, but in o/d age to dic well, then no doubt p, 17 tne 
perceiving his death ro be at hand. L6 &d. 

As «/d men, be they never ſo well, ſo jck men, by they ne- 55; 257 yae. 
ver ſo young, are vigh to death; what Anacharſss ſaid of Sea- $f; ws 36 
wen, that he knew not whether to reckon them among the ,,,,., ; oX 
living 0r the dead, is no leſle true of fick, men, who indeed are Crar. 

»ot dead, becauſe they breath, and yet not living becauſe not Atitiph, 
Iuſtj ; every man carrieth dearbin his beſame, but the ſick man Feventbur is 
at his backs, or rather in his armes before his face... 0 - (20 bujus ub 
In ſurmme.thereis a three-fold pr opinguity of death, poſſible, pg, ſenibus 
probable, certaine ; it is poſſible the healthieſt , ſtrongeſ#, and veaocmith --.. 
oungeft may dye quickly; it is eertaine old men (though they T#urior ex. 
p : 7 YJ J J ; wv : hac [ ; 
out-live far younger) cannot live /oxg.; and it is probable that ,, —_ frm wn 
> copy acath is '«t hand. FI dat Can &.: 
ut yet <4 in the proper ſenſe is not true of all ſickneſſes,. 12, 2bul. lze. 
that ap inftinn of nxe cannot hold in Divinity, according to igoln39; m4 
the Popiſh acception, that. ſome are veniall, others mortall, 76291 macs 
ſince S. Paw/ ſaith indefinitely and meagerh it viniverſally,tbat. &71y 5: Zay- _ 
death is the wages of /in,but Avalogical(y it is true in Phyſickof 45 5 3rvizeyr 
dſeaſes ; Tome are xy noe others mortall, the Goat in Zou Tis iy 
the Toe, a paivin the Teeth, aprick jin the Finger ; thele, mayeiorle; 77 
thongh they cauſe pain, yetare not in their owne nature: dead>, zi3n;. 
ly, Diog laerr.l. 1, 
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£ hy nor is the patient - accounted the xeerer, death * for 
Beſaes, of mortal diſeaſes there is a difference fome are 
a long time #ntwiſting, others 1n 3 ſhort time cat aſunder the 
thread of life : thus the Drepſie is a great while in drowning, 
the Palfie in ſbakjng downe, and the Conſwmprion in drying up 
the body, whileſt the Feaver ina few dayes burneth, and an 
Apoplexie, or Apoſfteme in a few houres ſuſfocate it. | 
And yet once more in vio{ent diſeaſes, there is a difference, 
- we do not ſay of every man whom a Feaver' ſmiteth, that he 
, ts preſently* nigh to death ; whileſt the body's vigerons, the 
ngxerd * 875 -Phy/ick profperons, we account the patient hopefn!l; but thoſe, 
iaTgay 75%" in whom the virwlency of the diſeaſe ſo farre prevaileth, as 
ya £74 366% that both the ſtrengrh of Nature, & 5kill of Art ſeem wnable to 
THe 7454 go apple with it,are only and juſtly looked upon as wigh to death. 
. Tegg2yvwin. Yuch,. no doubt, was I his caſe, for though 
TP a ſome conceive this danger might ariſe from ſtripes and ſcour- 
| Forfar quis BES, Which Nero ſhould command to be 3nflifted on him at 
verberatus eft «b "Rome, yet it is more rational and generally concluded; that 
imfitelbus m ſome violent ſickneſſe, by reaſon of a long fourny, had ſeized 
mmiftcrio. ypon him; and though it is /ikely this good man was not neg- 


Anſeim.ia 1/7: (according as ability and opportunity was afforded) to 
loc. Ch. ylolt. . . Srres , _ 
ids. 20, ſe meanes, yet the diſeaſe did ſo increaſe, that as to life his 


. condition was deferate, and therefore S: Pawl fairh of him he 
9. > Was nigh untodeath.. oy Fe COIN ER, 
Hupane fruge- -*- To this low and weake eſtate is God pleaſed many times to 
licark nimiain by;yg men among ethers, chiefly for a double end, and that he 
ett -- may mide them of thei rdiſſo[wtion , 'and quicken them in 
Qu.Curr, 1, 4. their devotion. © 

Of all things we are very prone to*forget our. latter end, 
and therefore God by ſickneſſe puts us 5» m1inde of it, we are 
Judy Gro APE £O PUT death farve from us, and therefore by ſome grievous 
--* diſcaſe God bringeth us nighto death; a preſumption,we ſhall not 
Greg Naz. dye yer, maketh us not think of dying at all, and whileft war- 
+ row 1s in our boxes; colowr in our faces , appetite im our ſtomachs, 
- *- ftrengthinbur joynts; health in our bodyes, we eaſily perſwade 

our 'ſelveswe fhall not dye yer; no mervaile, if to fixe our eyes 

- upon the Grave, God chaſten us with pame. npon our _ fo 

- that 


ledged his d5/eaſe to be ſent as a Aonitor , leſt otherwiſe. he Jovis eſſe fli- 


' familiar with. Ged, and give hima wvifit; they poured out 4 


 goeth not to Chriſt till ſhe had Ser alt (and that to no pur- #yay8 xale- 
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that our life abhorreth bread, our fleſh conſumeth away, and our Tob 3 ;«i8.1g, 

ſaule draweth neare to the grave. It was the confeſſion of Ale- —— (inguit 

. xander, When /et bloud with am arrow: Al men call me ,1 _, _ 
Jupiters Sonne, but this wound proclaimes me a mortall man : gi ifs) ju- 


and yet more divine was that of Antigonus, who acknow- rant me 


's 


might have growne i»ſo/ent through the forgerfulneſſe of mor- _—_ Bm 


tality. Sickneſſes eſpecially, when deFþerate, are warning Prices wm,” * 
to tell us the 9#rdering peice of death is ready to deſtroy, every Sen. Ep, 59. 
ach tolls the Bell, but theſe, as it were, dig the grave, and cry *Avriyoy@- + ,* 
duFt to duſt ; and good reaſon itis, that when we caſt the yogjoas 5- 
thought of death behinde our backs, death it ſelfe ſhould by #2, tg) y& - 
theſe diſeaſes hooke us in the face,and as it were, p/xck, us by the ogy, v7iupnes 
throat. oye vuach 

2. In health we are no leſſe apt to forget Ged than our ſelves, yog& wii ut 
but ſckreſſe mindeth us of him, in preFerity perhaps We ya gegroy ws * 
mumble over a Pater Noſter, but adverſity teacheth us to cry 7yrag fyn ric. 
Abba Father : Lord, faith the Prophet, in trouble have they Plat, Apoth. 
viſited thee, they who before were ſtrangers, now would bee . 


prayer when thy chaſtening was upon them, it may be before 

they did ay a prayer , but now they poxre ont a prayer. IC,.26.16; 
Though man by the formation of his bedy be made with an | 

ereft countenance, yet he ſeldome looks up to heaven till ſome 

aiſeaſe hath laid him upon his back,; nor yet many times will a 

ſught ſickneſſe prevaile : God promiſeth himſelfe concer- yg, ,, 

ning his people, 3n their affiittion they will ſeeke me early, but Luk. s; 43. * 

for the ks part it proveth otherwiſe ;- ubs defſonit medicus, ib; Luk. 15. 16: 

incipit T heologus, the Divine's work begins not with many till 645 Tis Jai- 

the Phyſtian's is done, it is /ate enough not to ſeeke God till $405 73 xig- 

«ffizition comes, and yet we ſeeke God not early, but late in I& 37} nes 

affiittion. The weman in the Gofþell ſick of a blowdy Iſſue, wyxhv duris 


poſe) upon Phyſitians , the Prodigall thinketh not of going eg». Chry/. 

home to his Father, till he is brought fo low, that he wouldin P/al.119. 

faing be fed with hacks, but canner ger them : nor doe many xeue J1- 

{ft up their eyes or hands to heaven,uill they are ſcarce able to S474 xy 

lift upeither. Indeed neceſſity is - excellent Ad/tr:s, eſpeci- ausro;;Snid, 
RE | ally 


WS als wes 5 "Io ey 
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ally of Devotion : Moſt men wil not pray till they: muſt, it is 

miſery, which like 7onahs fiſh, . puts them upon humble /xp-- 
plication, who never thought of God under the gourd of ProSþe- 

> rity. In which reſpect, that Latize Proverb was not taken up 
without juſt cauſe, 2x; neſcit orare, diſcat navigare; he that 


doubt thoſe violent formes which make the Seas to roare; will 
Dr. Jer.T ay. reach him to pray. When thoſe young Perſian gallants being 
Sermon. beaten. and purſued by their evemies, came to the River 
 2-iv ix Strymon, Which was ſo frezex that their. Boats could not 
baSkor is Iaunch,and yet itbegan to thaw, fo that they feared the 7ce 
dr; 0551 Would not beare them, then (though the day before they 7e- 


212 v0 735 mpon their faces, and ardeutly beg of God that the River 


FLY WET might beare them over from their enemyes purſuir, The ſmart 
I 2 Ob oNes, loſes of Gods rod drive them home, and draw them »eare to 
Tadura him, who before were farre from bim. = 
Sls”, The Greekes aptly expreſle the declining eſtate of a King- 
Gr fobror dome by meo&r ts yovv falling upon the Xxee, and its ruined 


\ 2, Eſtate by 7293 #5 cps falling m_ the Aorth ; expreſiions, 

which though they principally reterre to the condition, yet 

© Koxde withall nant the diſpoſition of men in an afflifted ay" Bp 

| they whoſe kyees in health were like Elephants, without joynts, 

\ 1-1. 2; COuld not, or yather would not bend, in. /fckyeſſe fall upon 

B Gre their kzees, nay, when nigh to death, fall upon their -monthes 

Naz Ore in humble adoration and earneſt 5zwocation upon God. And for 

OF: * theſe cauſes, that men may both looke forward_to their end, 

8K and epward to their God ; he 1s -pleafed to bring them downe- 

' ward, almoſt to the Gates of Death, and Chambers of the 
Grave. b . 

To end this, fet us all make acrount of, and prepare for 

ſtraights.In health, expect ſickreſſe, tn fchneſſe looke for death, 

- or to be brought »ighto it. Diſeaſes may come nuſent for, 

©. - Jetthemnotcome w»lvok:d for; if they happen not, thou art 

. . - © not the worſe, and itis /abour* well oft ; if they doe, thou art 

the berter firted,/and it is time wel? fpenr. Doe not flatterthy 


- aduveoa Wu 


that it conld not be moved: Alas, one blaſt from heaven 
erp | ; | © nos 
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knoweth not how to pray , let him turne Aarmer : and n& 


wn 5iualC>, viled both. Ged and- his providence) moſt timorouſly they fall. 


ſelfein health, as if the moxnraine of thy body were oth 
an- 
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not onely move, but remove, ſoake, but: overtyrne it; rather 
even then when thou art fed with fat paZtures, cleare waters, 
thy Table ſpread, thy Cxp full,thy Boay hayle, often thinke 
of walking through the valley of the foadow of death : Happy'ts ppl. 33.4, 
that man, whom when fickxeſſe arreſteth, and deach approq- 
cheth to, can fay, and ſay it truly, 7h « no more then what 1 
have looked and provided for all my dayes. And ſo much be ſpo- 
ken of the ſecond particular, paſs we now to the third. 

3. Eminency of the perſon, whom this extreame diſeaſe be- 
fell in the relative He. If you would know who this He was, 
be pleaſed to caſt your eyes on the 25. verſe of the Chapter, 
where you finde his name to be Epaphroditms, one that was not 
.*onely a good Man, but a Man of God, not onely a Servant, but 


Ver. 25, 


a 1Minifter of Chriſt, and one ſo eminent, as that Saint Pax Ibid. 

>» dignifies him with the ticles of his Brother, and Comparionand * 
fellow-Somldier ; and yet of him it is here ſaid that he was zjzh 
unto death. | : 

Saints as well as ſinners, Miniſters as well as the People, 

are /;able to deſperate diſeaſes. In reſpeR of remporall evills 
aw have no more priviledge than others : And no wonder, 

nce 

1, That which is the cax/e both of jickneſſe and death, re- 

maineth in them, to wit, fe : Indeed the power of finne is - 
weakened, therefore they cannot be hurt of the ſecond death, Pecettum [ep& 7 
- but the being of it remaineth, and vthat neceſſitateth the firſt: OO 44 

they are ſo Freed from the gi/t of it, that they ſhall not raFe he fn _ 
the rorments of hell, but yet they may drinke deepe of the miſe+ perf donec libe= 
ries Of this /ife : finne will not leave the beſ# man till it hath rem « corps.9, . | 
brought him to his grave, well may it bring him to his fick B-rn.de 3-4 
bed. . adv.Serm,6, : 
2. In reſpe& of their bodily conſftitntion, they are earthly 
houſes, that will mzonlder away, till at laſt they fall : earthen 
veſſels ſubje& ito flawes and cracks , till at length they 
breake. The Saints are the Sonnes of God by grace, but ſtill the 3 
Sonnes of Adam by vatwre the Afinifters are Angels in relpet * = 
_ of theit office, but ſtill they are Zen in regard. of their per- 3 
ſons, and being. of the Jame: mwxld, and ſubje& to the ant 

| uſers with-o:hers. * ©. - Hoh 
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ir 8 H4hue- 3: More ſpecially, the very calling and pn of Mint 
yO- T36 war + Fers is ſuch, as exhauſteth their Firits, weakeneth their bodyes, 


: | Onto durtdy and accelerateth both diſeaſes and death: our Apoſtle ſaith of 


Seytrar Tor Epaphrodit.that for the work of (hriſt he was nigh to death; v.30. 


 yeicoy, x, & the worke he there meaneth is moſt probab/y conceived to be 


\@tenTaY ty the travelling of this good man to Rome, with fupplyes- for 
Tint 1ois 'ua- his wants, (co relieve a Chriſtian , eſpecially a Meſſenger of 
6n721s ters Chriſt, is the work of Chriſt ) but it is no leſle true of the werke 
caneeras, Of (ri /t,which is peculiarly the Afiniſters,fince the pains they 
' Oecumen. ib. take In preaching,oft times Chriſt brings them »jgh ro death. It 
Eauſa morbi ju- was faid of Archimedes ſtudizs quibus obtinuit famam amiſit vi- 
is nemia dili- tam, the Studies which got him credit loſt his life ; and it may 
gcnmam meer he ſa;dot many AMAznfers, the fuſtings, watchings, labours 


do evergel'o, 7: 


jrjume, lucubra- they may ſeaſc; others. : 

__ 4. Finally, God hath choice and ſingular eas at which he 

81 Monarer ajmeth, when he bringerh his owne Servants or Miniſters into 
U ; . __ 7 o p - - 

71 fl GE ſuch deſperate ſickxeſſes, and that both, in regard of finae and 
XY 1. In regard of their /es, that they may be either pxroed 
GATE a5 xd 5 y_— OS 987 

ddgor, 676 py /icke, and the Malady it felfe a ſpirituall remedy. It may 

tis Lacey 1 J - ; 
75 £29090) be they have fa/er into ſome greſſe finne, and therefore they 
 eg2715 4 7 fall into ſome. grievors fickneſſe : ' SO was it with thoſe wnwor- 
99 01A9700H” rþy Communicants, concerving whom Saint Pay! faith, for 
as. Greg. which cauſe many of them were weake, many fick , and ſome ſlept. 
Naz. Orat. jt may be God ſeerh them prone to commar ſome .hainous fault 
«5 * BR which he reſtraizeth them trom by ſome delorows fickneſſe, as 
x3 Cor.11.30. NS La ons ay pax.” a 
JET 32 ., S. Paul had a prick in his fleſy that he might not be puffed up 


> 2 LU 
Ts &y2bos q wp . p ; 
2 + knowing,that otherwiſe they would-have wounded their conſci- 
"T1s En es f a4fs . FO > 

tudeTIAS UTE ; LE oe OY i 

T7 at © 2. In reſpe& of their graces, that the #rwth'of them may be 
T tried, the as ofthem renewed, and'the ffrength of them en- 


Nees Suzt- 
_ egyvne, 41400” 


eſſe, eſpecially if dangeroms, is a ſore rryall., and there X 
- va wnen 


preachings, by which they profit the -peoples: /oules, hurt their fg 
_def-ndends mea bodyes. Thus like the canale they waſte themſelves: that they = 
* cauſa, in vigitis Might enlighthen,yea,like the ſalt they drſſolve themſelves that 


or prevented, by which means their ſickxeſſe becomes their .. 


in his-2z7zde ; ſo God ſometimes wounds his Servants bodyes, as, 


creaſed; God hath many wayestozry:men; among which £= | 
e 


) 


” oil 
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when the Devill, by Gods leave had tryed ?ob in the loſſe of ub:dn x dy- 
his Cattell, Servants, and Children, he obtaineth /icexce to Ti aors ray 
infli& ſores upon his body, making this his /aſt (as accounting 1 715 Ss ue- 
it his ſzerceſ#) onſet. Indeed then is the z71a// of a mans faith, a3s & paunoy 
when God ſeemeth as if he would ſlay him, of his hope when all ;gya7474: 7 
things are desÞerate, of his /ove when God frowneth upon, nay #4 yoourn pl 
beateth him, of his patience when the paize is ſharp, of his 3:ev4n3Js. 
courage when the ſorrowes of death compaſſe .him, of his perſe- © bry{.T.7, de 
verance, when he holds faſt his integrity to the death. NY & Med, 
To cloſe up this, let it be a leſſon of comfort, of charity, and p>—- Dana 
of diligence. care poſte, in ſ2- 
; x poſe, in ſe 
I, Of comfort, when any ſic*neſſe ſeizeth on thee, remem- lum flogellas 
ber whoſe lot it hath been as well as thine, and be not diſcoura- 0, mfirmaae 
ged. "When Chr; would encourage his Di/czples againſt /uf- play Ne Dev.) 
. ; | . eft-2 MECW. t-. © 
ferings,he uſeth this argumear, for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets ,jj;, fr franas 
which were before you + Mat. 5.u. it is that meditation which May zanguoribus ad 
revive us when we are in pain and miſery, ſo ir fared with others ſelujem, quan” 
of Gods faithful ones before me, That argument of Eliah indeed !evarere m.0- 

. | . o fumes ad dame 
was ſomewhat paſſionate, 1 King.19:4. It 5 enough now, O Lord, 7 On 
take aVay my life, for 1 am not better than my Fathers; but it iS 4 5, xo, 1 _— 
piowa reaſoning for every Chriſtian to ſay,T am content Lord,if cap, 46, : 
thou take away my health, exerciſe me with diſeaſes, I an not Probationes di- 
better thax Job, David, Hezekiah, Epaphroditus, and others = + ſunt eres 
of thy faithfull Servants and Minifters, whoam 1, that I ſhould, —_— 
hi h led } h b , ? ' I Ws bit . por egritudi- 
think much to pledge t boſe oly men of Gad, thongh in a bitter ren, aliu ani 


Cap ? | Is fone  harorum, 
2. Of Charity, and that both to thy /e{fe and others, * * | * <limper demum 
I. Condemne not thy ſelfe as if God hated thee, becauſe Den | 

. ».lN.. = 


corrects thee, or as if he were more angry withthee than others, 1. 
becauſe he chaſtiſerh thee more ſeverely then- them. Indeedit 5. ><, 
As Aris. he a : - $324d4 Vs SS INCL TT pPUSida 
15 gpod.11 a-time of fickneſſe to -refleft. upon thy /elfe, examine, ion; 
thy wayes, and if cop/ciexce accuſe of ſome great .miſdemed- dr Shots 5 
ENT EIT 
| ; | | ET In ax hcrouerO oo +2 
i « 3 \ Q 
mere QUIT or, Gear hetred merely. from the. premiſes of Febro 6 kar age , 
| | dyies ixcirns 
3A + 0; o%. Pp 
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Morb, &Med-. 


LL 
vet. 
fn 


© I 
DOTY ST 


'Þ we Fu , & 


» Mercy in hey Beauty. 


AR 38.4. 
Pſal. 38.13, 
Liam praps- 


(indeed) that hard meaſure which Gods-people and Miniſters 
often meet with : When the Barbarians faw a Yiper upon 
Paul's hand, they preſently condemned- him? as a mwartherer'; 
:and David complaineth of his exemzes, that when he was ſick”, 


 Berum judicium they ſpake miſchievens things againſt him : nay fob's friengs 


corum qui cx 


viriss-matks .qui- cuſe 


bas nonnulli 


wagnt viri & 
dolores ecclefie 


laborare non- 


mnquam ſolent, 


 fenifire deills- 


rum dotriza 
_ bf ſalme judi- 


(though good men) were deceived with this fa//acy, andAc- 
fob of hypocrifie becauſe of his calamity. And thaus/At is. 
Ri!l, If a zealous Chriſtian, or faithfull Afinifter be ifited 
with a dolefull jckxrſſe, his Religion muſt be no better than 
Di//mmmnlation, and his Dottrine Ferefi : Bur ſurely it is either 
Ignorance, or. Malice, Or both, that filleth mens mouthes with 
ſuch eenſares. | ; . 


Ir is true, there never was fichneſſe without Jinne, but the 


eere.Zanch in ſickreſſe is not alwayes proportioned to the ſinne : theſe things 
Loc 


Ecclel.9. 2, 
Plat: 91.10, 


Ver. 9. 


R _—_ 
Sz >VgeD A 


RY 


0 4/7 23 


come alize to all, was the wiſe mans Obſervation, nor doth 
auy ſickneſſe befall 2»y man which may not befall the bef man. 
I know ſome afferta Saint to be Plagne-free, grounding it 
upon the Prowiſe in the P/2/me, that no plague ſhall come nigh 
his dwelling : But you muſt know, this is onely a temporal 
Promiſe, and therefore (as indeed alt /uch) hath a dowble con- 
dition annexed unto it. The one ex parte perſone,on the Saints 
part, which is to-make the Lord, even the moſt high, bus habita- 
tion ; if then good men.in peſti/entiall times, through a diſtruſt 
full feare, make the Crearwres their refuge , no+ mervatle if 
the plague infet them and their dwellings. The. other ex parte 
7c1, in regard of the thing it ſelfe, which is onely aſſ#redo far 
as it may make for Gods glory and his Peoples benefit. We read 
in the former part of the tenth verſe. there ſhall no ewill befall 


 Þjm, whereby, is intimated that the: p/age ſhall not then 
> \*-* Come nigh to, when it is evill for a guo 
+13 5522-" ime Cog fee it good, either for the manifeſtation of his owne 
'*- >afory (to wit, of his jzftice info feverely puniſving his owne, 


4 man, bur if at any 


of this power and mercyin zelivering from: fo deadly a diſeaſe} 


<or for the ſpirituall advantage of his people ( in humbling 


t - dfo 7 Book thent for fore" /erridalows lane by fo ſmart a chaſtiſement ,"N 
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boyles, Davids ſores were not mnch - differext from, if: not 
altogether the ſame with the plague, who yet al/ of them were 
choice and eminent Saints. Oh then, let us take heed how we lay 
the /oad of heavy cenſure upon the backs of Gods Miniſters and 
Servants. | 
3. Of diligence, that be 
I. #e who are Minifters, improve the time of onr bealth 
in feeding the flocks of Chriſt, ſince when ſicxneſſe cometh, we 
ſhall be a/e»abled from our employments : nay perhaps we 
that have ra»ght others, may then have need to /earns our 
ſelves. | 
Yom who are the People, get all the good you can from us, 
whileſt we are in a capacity of doing good to you, ere long the 
Candle of our {ives may burne dizrme by reaſon of ſome ſick- 
neſſe,yea, be b{owne out by death, and then we can no longer 
give /ight unto you. Oh therefore walke in the light while 
you have it, be willing to learne while weare able to teach, 
account our labours preciozs, and let them be profitable to you, 
winlſeft God maketh us ab/e to beſtow them among you,which 
we ſhall not be, when that befalls us which did Epaphroditmne 
in the Text, to be ich nigh unto death : And ſol bave given a 
__—s to the firſt generall, namely the diſtreſſe : 1 now pro- 
C co . * . . . 
2. The de/;zverance, and therein the | Gen. part,. 
I: Efficiency of the Author,God. Indeed both life and death, = 
health and ſickneſs, are in Gods hand ; That of the Poet, 
Vna cademg; manus vulnns opemg; tulit, Ovid. 
may in this reſpect be fitly made uſe of ; the ſame baud of Di- 
vine Providence is: that which maketh and cloſeth the wound : 


He killeth, and mateth alive, he briugeth downe to the grave and | c nd a. 


bringeth up, lo fingeth Hannah. 1 forme light, and create dark- 

neſſe, 1 make peace, and create evil , 1 the Lord ave all theſe 15, 15.7. 
things, is Gods owne ſaying by the Prophet. Thy head cannot 

#ke without his /eave , nor leave aking without his help ; but 
though $oth are from him, yet with ſome difference. Of fekyes, 

he is onely the efficsext, finxe is the meritorrons cauſe. Of health 

heis ſo the eft;4enr, as that-lis mercy is the ipalfive catile;” 

for which reaſon perhaps it is here ſaid, God had mercy; _ Ye 

8 | | - whickt 


6 - Mercy in her Beauty, 
which moverh him is his pitty, and that which he{peth. 9 is his 


jj. ow | power. 


'. Giadivirepr- weancs in effeRing health, but this ariſerh trom the greateſſe 
Widemtia,non 4p, goodneſſe, not any defect in his Almightineſſe, as Aquinas 
_ proper defeAur \chily. : | | 
= Seyirn Lag ' That he zeederth wor meanes, appeareth in as. much as he 
viam ſue bonizz- ſometimes worketh without any. Such were the Cyres Chrift 
, ut dignice- wrought upon Peters Wives Mother, the Centurions Ser- 
Fem cauſal'tatis . ,t, and the Impotent Cripple, whom his Ford onely reſto- 
cHam Crearuris ; 4 wy 6 
communices, T<dto health. Nay many times the meanes he uſeth are 5»- 
' Aquin. part x. probable,yea,of their owne nature apt to produce a contrary ef- 
| q :20,ait 3, fet, What vertue could there be in the waters of fordan to 
uk-4.35.7.10. cleanſe Naamans leproſie ? or in the lump of figgs to heale 
_ . Hezekiah's ſores ? yea, the Spittle and Clay which Chris 
If. —_— * madeuſe of, were more /ikely to put ont a ſecing than recover a 
Ichn9,6. Hlinde mans eyes. ; 
* He ftandeth wot in need of meanes 3 but the moſt probable 


| that God vouchſafeth to ule it as an irtrumext ;.and when the: 


the hand of God, working with, and byit. For, tell me, when: 
any are recovered, who 1s it that put the medicinal quality 
into the drugs which heale'them, but the God of Natare ? who 
giveth that wir and 5kz// tro man which finderh out their gual:- 
tyes, and accordingly maketh »/e of them, but the God of 
K nowleage ? Finally, who isit that commands a. b/efſing up- 
on, and giveth /#ccefſe to the meanes,. but the God of Power ? 
Han liveth not by bread onely, nor is the Patient cured by 
Phyſick, onely, or chiefly, itis a word proceeding from the month 
of God that maketh the ove effectuall for continuation, and the 
x —. « otheifor reſtauration of health, 
| To apply this in a three-fold admonition : 
1. Art thou wicked ? As thou deſireſt health tobe preſer- 
vea, or renewed, make thy peace with God by repentance :-it is 
E. the ground upon-which the Few4/5 Converts mutually. exhort 
F  Hol.6.1, each other to this duty, Come. let ws returne unto the Lord, for 
_— he hath torne, and he will heale us, he bath {mitten, 4nd we 
inae 


'- Mat, 4. 4 


gunt aliqua me- True it is, God is for the moſt part pleaſed to make »/e of 


meanes ſtand 5» need of him. 1t is to put bonour0n-thaouarure : 


creature becometh. an inſtrument of any good, it is. onely a in; | 
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fot any to-expe that he ſhould be a Phyſirian to them who 
are enemies tO him. Me thinks an »»godly wretch ſhould 
imagine that God Fpeaketh to him in the words of the Prophet, 
when thou cryeſt let thy companions deliver thee z or, as he faith 
to the children of [{rael, when they committed Idolatry, Gee 
and cry untot he Gods which you have choſen , the luſts which 
you hiave ſerved, /et them deliver you in the time of Jour trivu- 
lation. Had that accuſation of Rabſeakeh been true, his ar- 
grumentation was ſolid, when he ſent that weſſage to Hexekzah, 
But if thou ſay to me, we truſt in the, Lord our God, 15'it wit hee, 
whaſe high Places, and whoſe Altars Hezekiah hath taken a- 
way? And ſurely the conſcience ofa wicked man (if not ſeared) 
cannot but check him in the like expreſſions, /i/t thow /ay. 1 
truſt in God for health, or recovery ? Is it not he whoſe Name 
' thow haſt blaſphemed, Patience thou haſt abuſed , and Wor- 
ſeip thou haſt negleftted ? Be wiſe theretore , oh ye ſinner, 
and inſirsfed- ye wicked of the earth ! make him your friend 
who: muſt be your refuge, offer -the ſacrifice of. righteouſ- 
neſſe, and then, not till then , put your #ruft in the Lord, 
Yeur /ife, your health isin his hands; looke that your ds- 
3ugs be right, and then your perſons ſhall bee precioxs 1n his 
eves. b | 
2. Art thou /ick.? learne whom to i»vecate,. and on whom 
to depend for health, upon no other than God... X 
Far be it from any of us in ſickxeſſe (with Saul in danger )to 
run to the Pxthomiſe, and ſeek, help of the Devill. Satan s beſt 
Emres are deadly wounds; it is far better to continue ſick, then 
by /xch meanes to get bealth. Since whilſt thy mortall body is 
for . reFored, thy immortall /a#le is deſperately ——_ 
gered. | 


Nor yet let us with the Papiſts ſerke to any Saints as Me 
Hiatonrs with God for our recovery.. Whileſt They bave their 


ſenerall Sams for (evergl Diſeaſes 3; Sehaſtian for the 
Plague; Anthony for the Gengreen, Patronzlla for Agaes , and 


Denedx(t forthe Stone: Letus have #eromrſe tothe ane. Gad in 


-” 4 


#8 Diſraſes. Whilſt they Sighe it $09: great /aacineſſe to 


binde us »p,though it be that indeed,which God out of his Phy By 
lanthropie ſometimes vouchſafeth; yetit is a fond preſumption progjrign 
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WEE be their owne ſpokes-wmen to God ; and therefore go to ſaint 
.. | » ſomebody to preferre their Petitions for them : let us hold it 
Ky the beſt ywarners to go our ſelves of our ewne errands to God, 
not doubting but that he, who bids us come, will bid us wel- 
"T. Come. | | «8 - 
2 Chron-16.14z2, Finally, let us not tread in Aſa's foot-fteps , who ſought 

not to the Lord, but to the Phyſitians ; nor yet let us tread Anti- 

podes to him in ſeeking to the Lord, and not to the Phyſitians, 

whileſt he affoards them : but as Gideon commanded his Soul- 

aiers to cry, the ſword of the Lord, and of Gideon ; ſo let. us 

ever {ay, the bleſſing of the Lord, and the 5kill of the Phyſitian. 

Indeed where opportzniry is vouchſafed, thoſe rwe mult xor be 

ſevered; God will not #ſually help without meanes, and there. 

fore they muſt be »/e4; the meanes cannot poſ/ibly-help with- 

ot God ; and therefore in the /e of them his bleſſing mult 

be implored. They are equally bad to neglef and to reſt on 

ſecond cauſes, to expect ſuccour either from them originally , 

Or without them inftrumentally, to rely on God without meanes, 

or truſt to meancs without God. Surely, what the King ſaid-to 

Rings. 627. the womdn, If the Lind doe not help thee, whence ſhall T'help 

thee ? that all creatures ſay tous in any diſtreſſe, If the Lord 

help not, whenc ſhall we ® except the Lord build the houſe; they 

| labour in vaine that build it; except the Lord keep the City, the 

Pſhl.127.1- mwatchman watcheth but in vain, ſaith the Pſalmiſt. Indeed he 
Fruſtra cf doth not ſay quia, becauſe the Lord bnildes the houſe, but niſi, | 

omuic bumand phe tl | _ | Ja 

 diligert;a viſe 35 exclucing FEnmane diligence : but except the Lord build, 

droira cedar Thereby including divine providence : nor doth he onely ſay, 
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providentia. 71ſt dominus conſenſerit, adjuverit, but niſs. adificaverit; euſto+ 
Mulc. ibid.  J{:»;r, nleſſe the Lord conſent, (a word which ozely implyeth 


1d ibid; his wilt) or wnleſſe the Lord help, which extendeth to any 
f kinde of a/iavce (the meqreſt thing- that concurreth to any 
work, being ca#/a adjuvens,an arxiliary cauſe) but awnleſſe the 

Lord baild and keep, which imply the concarrexce of his power, 

as well as will, and that as the principal agent in the þws/- 

I ding and Feeping : the ſame aſſertion is »o leſſe true'in this 
Lake 4.23- * preſent cale, except the 'Lord heale the patient, the Phyfitian Ads 
© . mmuiſtreth but invainie. Heal thy ſelf,is only true of that Phyſiti- 
' 4, to, whom it was ſpoken : no other Phyſitzan can of himſelf 


either 
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Mercy in her Beauty.” 
either heale him/elfe or others: Tahgit te Rex, Sanat te Dens, 
was no leſle r-»/y than humbly ſpoken when the Royall touch 
was given , The King toucheth thee, God careth thee. It 1s 10 
here, the Phyſ1an preſcribes the medicine, but God-by that 
commands health, Oh therefore that Phyſetians in adnini- 
ftring, patients in receiving, would onely depexd upon, and /xe 
for 4;v34e Benedition, when the one writes a recipe with his 
pex, let him pray with his heart; when the other recezverh the _ 
potion into his ffomach, let him /ift wp his eyes to God, who Ezod.5.26, 
faith-of himſelfe,'7 am the Lord that healeth thee. 

- 3: Art thou: recovered ? know- whom to praiſe, and to FE 
whom to aſcribe the cxre : could the ingredients of thy meadt- 
cine ſpeak,cach would ſay of hea/th,as the depths and the Seas, Igb:28.14; 
of wiſdome, It #5 not in me : It is, Tam fure, the woice of all 
pions Phyſutians, non. nob1s, not tous (oh man) not to us, but to Perer x. 1, 
God be the praiſe of thy recovery. And therefore whulit the 
Atheift looketh no further than »atare and art, let the Chrri- 
ſian look highet at God and his bJeſſing*and as he muſt nor for- 
. get that refpþe& which is d#e to the Phyſitian,as the Inſtrument, 
0 let the chiefef honour be given to God as being the princt- 
pall efficient. The truth is, for the moſt part, ſuch is our fo, . Fe: 
{:ſhneſfe, 'that whileſt we fix -our ezes fipon "the bleſſings we merry. cher 
receive,we turne Our backs upon the God that beſtoweth them, ad ea que fecir, 
and weare more ready to father them/upon any other than 4orfua porimus 
him, who is the true donur of them, Oh let not onely gratitude ad attificen qui 
bur j»ſtsce, teach us to give God his due, when we gathe/ the Je her” 
whe | ; quando nobis 
fruit let us caſt downe our eyes on the yoo? from which they profers aliquid 
=_ when we feed upon the acornes, let us lift them up to: preter fpem no< 2; 
the tyee from 'whence' they fall, and being refreſved by the /fram &- mevi= 7 
flowing freame, let. ts reflet upon the ſpringing fountaive. worden oh, 
Oh my God, it ts in thee that T live, let we live to thee ; from —— b: 
Thee T have received health, to thee 1 returne praiſe 3 T have the. evemui — _ 
comfort, take thou the glory of thy great mercy. And fo I paſſe wnfvie;nallus .;; 3 
. forward to the EAN! deve. 7.1425 þ 
22: Excellency of theBenefir, how exprefſſed, in thoſe words; Wen, d Gaby 2 
- In'mercy "there are” two things conſiderable, affetur, and 5 
effettws,the paſſion, and the a0», the -inward p3rry; and the * .  , »þÞ 
Li D2 Out. | _— 
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 owtward. bounty, that is in the hear;;this.in the hand; that the 
bowels of mercy,this'the works of mercy ; that called by the 
Greekes 4az@+,and this 6az1uorvrs, and beth theſe,thoughrnot in 
Miſtricordia the ami ſenſe, are attributed to Ged, and here to be 
nonnullk quod wnderſtood, | 
mi 6ram cor fi 1.) In mercy there is a laying of anothers m/ery to 
yl onerady, Barts The Greeke word iatia is derived froni the He- 
NELLc20. ' brew 19.8 which ſignifieth Ejulare, plangere, to bemaile 
Miſericers dici- and lament © a condolency with our Brothers calamity, bein 
rar aliquis quaſ, a choice ingredient of mercy. This is that which che Holy Cheſt 
7 ws cr  afferteth of Gedin Scripture, where it is ſaid, 5» all their af- 
2 I my Pliftions he was «ffifted : And againe, My bowels are.trowbled; * 
prim.q.'zz, And againe, Like as a Father peyyeek his Children, (s the'Lord 
ut withall, we muſt know, that 
Ifa;63.6. intheſe Phraſes the poſt b;gh is pleaſed to condeſcend, and 


Jrem-31-26 ſpeaking to wen,to ſpeak of humlelfe, ec if he were « mex.There 
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E-- Nebk non bi 15 not then any ſorrow or compaſſion in him who is smpaſiible, 


lequitur,atque but by this 1s repreſented his good wil. towards his people; 
zdeo noftris uri- whereby he is propex/e: to ſuccour thei, And .becauſe- the 
Tur in loquendo. afi;fted perſon findes oft times much - eaſe and ſolace in that 
Hikr.in Pſ 126 [ympathie, which another. exprefſeth towards . him, that we 
rey 4X may know the like ſolace is tobe found in Ged, - this compaſ< 
v71 pagunr from is attributed to God; and-indeed is, though not formally , 
oy EAvos Kel yer' equivalently, nay eminently verified of bim.. To- bring 
E T8 cuyaAyev this home, in that God'is: faid to have mercy on dying Epephro- 
þ Yynries 790 aitys, it implyeth thus much; that God beholding and taking 


_ 21. Croats | God beholdin | 
Hyd nopiter wotzce of , Was as it were effefed with his imminent danger, 
 » THF Comp having after a ſort a f#:exdly -pitty, and workerly yearning, Or 


| ent Greg. rather a fatherly good-will towards him. Bur this is not all 
Az. Orat. thatwercy includeth, and therefore know, | 

IG, + WH 2. In mercy there is.4n r2deavorr tO relieve him whole wi- 
Ujſericord's of (2,5 it condoleth, as ſhe ſuffereth with, ſo-ſhe doth for, and (ac- 


: alienemiler:a- 


> inco-d-roftro COrding t0 her abzlity) exther helperh bim to. beare the bur- 


*; compaſſi- qui aen by putting under her ſhoulder, or wholly eaſeth him of «K 


| whe (fipoſſi- by removing it from his. /ſhow/der. Hence the definition -of 
| mms) fubuerire: mercy is well given to be ſuch a compaſſion of -qxorbers miſery, 
” Aus decir, © Pr7* 207 4 cheerfull imploying wr - power for-the ſuſtaining 
 dhligcs, a wader, and delivering him ws. of it.} Thixis hat which 
- = . | ; | . Ng 
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ins proper and genuirie ſenſe agreeth to God, whoſe properry RY 
is to deliver his out of their aff;tions , and reſerve them Pk cement = 
from deftru#ion : and this no doubt,is that which-our Apoſt/e ou _ 
here eſpecially $»:ends in*this exprefiton , God had merey on Doo fed pr 2 


o - 


him, that is: he did remove his miſery, and-prevent his deaths by lere mifertans * 
caring hith of that' Sckyjeſſe which had brought him*5right ltoime bee © 
to it. 49 Fae | CORTE Maxim ei canis 

Let the ſame mine be in us that is in God: when cat bre-- pie ppaa | 
chren are under fickyeſſe, or any other d5ſtreſſe, to have merey 212 13; Sh 
on'them. Tt was our blefſled Saviomrs reaſoning with" the' Notwamiſeri- 

Ph.riſces, though not altogether to the ſame purpoſe, z#hich cone pou.” 
of you fhall have an Aſſe or anOx fall intothe pit,” and will not SY ENG 
Traightway pull him out*Surely one man is of tfiore worth thery ,,,4i. as 4. 

Aſſes ; and ſhall we not, in what we may, /zccomr hith: ſerie cojuſdune | 

when fallen into ſome grievous fickneſſe ? ©," off Remonig,' "7 

That good Samaritan in the Type is no other than Chriſt in Elibid. 

the T7#th, who pityed and healed man when Gdangeronfly ** 57/2 &Tgue: 2 
wonnded by ſinne, and as it was the defigne of his deathto cure *7terr ot yy 
mankinde of his /þjritxall fickneſle,ſo his pratfs/e in the courſe «7915 3 dj-. 
of his life to go abour doing good and healing. If we call 'our- $e7E- 6 
ſelves Chriftians, whom ſhould we imztare but - {þrift, by per-. #r9ewTs. 
forming all offices of love to the ſick, which lye withm our &c. Grey. 
Spheare ? and if we have ng 07/e (bur that of compaſſion, no Naz. Orar.." 
wine but <eares and prayers, let them 'be-poxred 1hito the 7 Qooans $5 
wounds and 'diſeaſes of- thy veighbonr ;] fo ſhall * we'bee irSgwn@ ©. 
Diſciples of Chriff. But the Text leads us yet one ſftep-higher' « fp Iforan - 

from Chriſt, as man, and as God-man,to Chriſt as God,acquain- Mu 3rd » 
ting us with Gods mercy to a fick man : and what'more befit- S5&, igee. © 

tg man then 10: imitate God by' practiſing this God-l5ke” x0 4nbou@t, 4 
worke of mercy. iya za ripor dyhy ixtiuor, a mercyfwll' akcat lraronied 

| "any BD S%": on Niyrapt | 

x 1 mg 2201”, repactrrs 3 ye!r®. Athanaſ. qu. + ies, may $3; apre. ©» 
utydns TegFuuiay ft unity Tyns Jdxguoor; Greg. Naz. Orat:. 16.. © 

eA-Chrifto dif eftis Chriftianiz nem'ei vil qua{ Þiifiu ambularts,& ver \tebetis ambulgre.Becn, 

Ser att paſt, Pr,20.6.Sept Vere Ahagnas qurdrams operis muerpres eff at imitanar Aro banP; xv,” I 
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W.  mnpn oe grodt. and honourable , and "that .for,- this reaſon 
| +59 chiefly, becauſe he is /ike to Ged, inwhich, refpe& Gregory: 
I | Nyſſea, and Nazianzes call ſuch a man.a- Ged, as having 
_ ſtampt upon him the (haratter ofa, Deity, Bee yee therefare 
2 4p iP followers of God 4s drare 4 apa OC Pants counſell 
: | Ge in. generall, Be- you mercifull,. as yourr Father: alſo is mer- 
Nebil dignius * cifal , ſo our bleſſed Saviour advilerh in bk 
Ss —_ more. particalarly,'as God had mercy on;fich Epaphroditus, ſo 
imitaor,gp ſe.  1et #4 ON OUr ſick, neighbour, by w43ſiring him, (if wecan by 
curidum-modum Our: kl Or connſell doe him.good) however by compaſſiona- 
propri faculta+» . rjug him, and 5nterceding with Gd in his behalfe. ,._ . 
2-9 doe {1 9e- And becauſe this dxty is that, which ( though ſo hoyonrable) 
7p) 4, We are averſe from; give,me leave to carry it a little.further, & 
SR; $6 let you ſee it is profitable, as well as honourable, Not only that 
Prali47:3 you may followGod in mercy,but that you may upon the like oc- 
Profpicis pupe-' cafion gÞtain mercy from God, ſhew mercy to others.It is a ſweet 
' 16,ag70 egrot0, promaſe.to.feed.on ina time of ſickneſſe . The Lord will ftreng-, 
Yi __ then bim:wpeu the bed of languiſhing,, thou wilt make all hu bed 
"Mi rob peti 4% bn hs for e. dear bed mall neps "a gfe _ Gon meu, 
ui avod atis  ROr.can he faint, whom God Strengtheneth ; but to whom 1s it 
NS hs pofu- made 2? - himz and none but him who ta ate poore, ſo. our 
tar, Homoeſto '. Tranſlation, but the Hebrew word 97 may as well be rendered 
peg varia ſeck_,.one that is weakaed by a diſeaſe ; he who -conſedereth 
0 yo ner others im their /ickaeſſe, ſhall be ſupported by God in his, Which 
wis,quam ©5-: Of us; —__ Nw axfre on God may, ſhew that mercy 
wi miſericor- -- tO #25 in Our 45/tr eſſe, which he did here to Epaphroaitus ? But 
diam tibi fiert, . how can we expett God ſhould grant that to ied we deny 
ram oY 1M to athers.?. Bleſſed are the mercifull, faith Chri#, for they ſhall 
fom;ſoire. = * obtainemercy-: Bethen oh man tothy ſelfe a patterne.of mer- 
CarytolsSerm.. Cy,and ſhew with that Speed, and in that degree, mercy to thy 
-4$3: 1-14 1, Sch, weak, languiſhing neighbour, which thou wouldft have God 
Maa 5.7, youchſafe-to thee in the Jike condition. Bur a little more to 
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E- or Aer,  «#þbowell this Clauſe. + _ s 
”% fin: th ye »::The meregere intended.{as you have. already. heard) was 
I We rf? .. *theprolongation Oflifegandweſtauration Of health to Epaphre- 
$6 @ venchs — dlitus; and herea double:gegfionfalls.into: be reſolved,” - 
= manfraghumque - 1-110 1 How thisco ay bt called a mercy ? And: - 


b* frequess. If a mercy in it ſelfe, yet how a mercy t%him? <_ 


CO 4 ; ] 

-- Anib. ſacr, $3 

ESL KJ * KH i % weſt. - 
"£08 ; 


Fo 


Beauty, 


' Mercy in ber 


oo =: IN 


—_ — 


longed is »o mercy, becauſe it is a calamitous continuance in an 
evil world;what is this 071d but a Coffer of Sorrows, Labyrinth 
of Troubles, Schoote of Vanity, Market of Fraud, T heater of 
Tragedyes, Floud of Teares, and Map of Ruines ? And canit 
be a favour for a man to continue long ina place of miſeries ? 
The earth ve tread'on, the aire we breath in, are asa Sea, 
wherein windes and fformes are ever blowing ; and can it be 
a favour to be ſtill roſſed up and 'downe upon a buſtering tem- 
peltuous Sea ? Finally, this life is not a /jfe but a calzwity , 
yea, rather a death then a life, becauſe: ſo miſerable : to live 
Tong is to be long tormented, and can this be a mercy ? 

- Haſw.To allthis. is briefly, but fully anfwered.That though 
there be many ew4/s in the world, yet the world 1s notievi/, nor 
is it ev4l to abide inithe world. Theſe m/eries are only accidental 
to /ife, and ſo hinder not, but that preſervation from death 1s a 
mercy. Andytherefore the Greek Fathers upon this Scripture Go 
hence moft rationally confure the Manichees, who affirme the 
world in its owne-nature to be bad, 71 xiyas & dieting To St, 
Chryſoftome, © wartuzie.S0 T heophilatt in particular. What (ay- 
eſt. thou to this, oh hereticall Manichee ? It the world be wicked, 
and the life which we now livein it, how doth the Apeſt le 
call this a mercy of God, that he /eng:hened Epaphroditms his 
dayes? The other life is better than-this , ſurely. then. thz; 
muſt be good, art immature death is threatned,and- inflicted.as a 


red of the Gods; but among them health the chiefe : indeed, 
it is that which maketh /fe it ſelfe ro be a mercy, lince now + 
mivere ſed valere vita, T olive x not ſo much to breath, .as to be 
05 OC Lp ER be 2G a ts I 
. Adercies then they are (eſpecially) when conjuyned, and heing 
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_ x.It is a plauſible 05jeion which is. made, that /ife pro= 
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us of cazens + {0 in their owne  1atwre, ought foto: be efremed of by us ; in 
= que no: ellignos Which reſpet 'we' ought to pray and give thanks for them'as 
> . Fenct,amor vite bleſſings. It, is no leffe' a fault to nndervalue, then to over- 
- Afitendns i * prize our lives and health : this Zarrer (I confeſſe) is the more 
F-.* nu on. common, but the fermey is no lefſe c#lpable : we maſt not be 
E. Seo. By.27. ſo much in /ove with /ife as to dote upon it, becauſe it is Boyer, 
3% yet we may ſo farre /ove, as to deſire, and endeavour that it 
may , yea, with the Apoſtle here, account it a mercy, when It is 
rolonged. © ; 
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- -Corpur ol a mercy is deliverance from hell ? Ifit be a bleſſing to have 


is anims the danger of a mortall diſeaſe prevented, Oh what is 1t to have 
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Mercy 11 her Beauty. 


* Yonging Of his life afford 2 Death'it felfe to a good mani is a de- 
Hiverance, a tirall, finall deliverance from all ſorrow and mi- 
ſery for ever : And can that be a deliverance; which keepeth off Juftas fel ance; © 
our deliverance ? per Anguſta pervenitur ad dugnſts, This red wippca: 
Sea leads to Canaay; through the valley of death we paſſe tO jus more us 
the mount of glory ; And can that be a mercy which retarderh praſeuti exit 
our felicity ? Is it a courteſie for a man to be detained from ff wieyits in- 
his wages, and held to Ixbowr ? to be hindred from reſt, and i4.Bp i565 
called to worke ? to be withheld from his connmry, and wander gi janns ue, 
ina wilderneſſe ? Pinally, to be kept out of a Palace, and confi- initium refri- 
wed toa Priſon ? And yet, all this is tr#e of a godly man, who guiiairſaile 
_ nigh to death, is called back againe to /ive longer in this ſeals —_ P 
world. = aſhes, +. 
 Anſw. To anſwer this, though upon thoſe forementioned arte, 
conſiderations, it cannot be denyed but that death is a mercy to a Id. inferm, 
Saint ; yet thoſe hinder not, but that in other reſpects the con- * | 
tinuance Of life isa mercy, even to a godly man. As for that Chryloſt.) m 
xorvh ouviidee, which the Greek Fathers ſpeak of, as if -Saing Theoph. J loc 
Pauls language were more according to cxſtome than trath , 

and that when he calls recovery a mercy, he rather ſpeaketh as @y,;c-a, ibiq. 
men doe account, than as it s indeed, it ſeemes to me ſomewhat y,,., ,c.., 
harſh, that to 13 xg 3vu Yuyas,the opportunity of gaining more _, > _ - Nu 
ſoruls to God, which this preſervation afforded him, is a farre Zudr Ker gc 
more rationall ſo{#t;zzy. Upon this account it was Saint Fau/ F 
looked upon the prolongation of his ot #e /ife as needfull : So 
he expreſſeth it inthe former Chapter. And here, for theſame _,, » - 
reaſon, he calleth the reſtanration of Epaphroditus t9 health a = RY 
mercy. To this purpoſe Saint Hierowes note: upon the Text ; © 
1s very appoſite, Miſertus eft ejus ut majorem docenao. colligat 
fruttum, Goa had mercy on him, that he, being a MimFer, 
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why 37r Si nv 
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Ti oeext 


—_ by the preaching of the GoFpel, gather in more ſpules, vols. ON 
ok Batye Evil ſo wo alert Phil, T. 24. 


063. But you will ſay, this ſeemes not to be a full Anſwer : Hicren.in !oc;\ © * 
Indeed, had the: Apeſile ſaid, but 'Ged had mercy on you, name- ; 
ly the Philippians,chis would be very ſuitab/e;the recovery. of a 
faithful Aſinifter.is,,no doubt, a merey to the People ;. but tif] 
it remaineth a dowbr,how the ApoſtHe could fay,as here hedoth, 
God had mercy on- him; to wit, Epapbredit is. I ES SIT 
: 2 Repl. 
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Aercy in her Beanty. 


-: Rept: To wbich E reply, That the agyertewity of this /ervice . 
was not —— tothe (Enrch,but a mercy to hins, in as 
"Y much as by this meanes. | 
Confiderandum - x. He becamea greater inſtrument of Gods glory; Itis an 
oft now efſe p31- high hoyowr, which God. vouchſaferh to that man, whom he 
wg makes w/e of to ſerve and honour: him ; and to a piews ſoule no- 
Mi =— glarifi- thing is dearer than Gods glory, deſiring rather to glorify. God 
- * 4. Calvin lo, fan to be glorifyed with him : this Saint Paw declares to his 
_— yea, his earneſt expectation, that Chrift might be magnijy- 
; in his body whether by life or death. No wonder then, if 
Phil. 1.20. conſidering how. much Epephroditus his 1;fe might conduce tg 
| - Gods glory, he reekonedt as a mercy. Belides, | 
«VuiChrifto vi- 2. He increaſed his owne reward ; the longer a good wan, 
vas, feliciier eſpecially a goood Minifter liveth, the more ſinners he- conver- 
wr gloria. teth, and: they that turne many to righteouſneſſe, ſaith Daniel 
exercen- | » 
tzr. Calv.ibid, #41 ſhine 4s the ſtarres for ever and ever,nay,every ſoule that a. 
Dan. 12.2, Faithfull 1:»ifter winnes t0.Ged, is as a new gewwe added tg 
that own, which ſhall one day be-pur mark head. 
- - Thus then the caſe ſtands; Epaphyoditms indeed, by dying, 
had received his reward, but by l:wg he did the more ſervice; 
A&.z0.z5; Dy ajing he had obtained glory from God, but by living be 
| brought glory to God: and our blefſed Saviour faith, It i « 
more bleſſed thing to give thau to receive ; by dying he had ex- 
jojed his recompence ſooner, by living he. made it greater, that 
would have accelerared, but. this augmented. it, fothat evenin 
reſpe& of his owne future heppineſſe he was no /oſer. but a 
ainer by the prolonging of his /ife, and therefore moſt juſtly 
h Sain? Pax fay, God had mercy os hu. | 
Briefly, and yet c/earely to ſtate the whole matcer, 
Life. and death. may de conſidered and. compared: fonre 
wayes : 
a: c In their formall nature, and: ſo death is a privation, life a 
; poſition of good; and therefore death evil, and 13k good, 
be 2. In their Cauſes, death 15-4 frut of fin,life an effetÞ of live; 
: our wickedneſſe deſerved. the- one, Gods gooaneſſe conferreth- 
the other ; in which reſpeR) death is chrearmedis 4 prnbivont, 
Efs promiſed as a reward; 199% | 
w 3,In their naturall 'and-proper effebts, deeth "4 
| Red. well-. 


P92 


Mervy 1m her Beanty. 


well-zdhy, us wicked men” of the ſoriety of friends, poſſe/For 
of or Warr all the romferrs which this workd aftords, 
whereas by life we haye the fruition of them continned to us, 
$6 tht in this regard alfo, &fe is farre bevrey chan dexth,even to 
a goed man. , | | 
4. Laſtly, in their accidentall conſequenr,,when a wicked man 

dyeth there followeth torment, but whileſt he /iverh there is 
hope of his repentance, yea, many times it fo falls our, fome 
come inito the Vineyard at the e/eaventh houre, and to ſach flife 
5s a choce mercy indeed : when a godly man ayerh he is carrs- 
ed into 'Abrehamss beſome, plactdin a ſtate! of b1ifſe ; but by 
Gving longer tie howowreth God, edifieth the Church, worketh out 
his /a/varion ; he paineth both the more time to prepare him- 

for, pet aſſwrance of, yea, make an addition to his- future 
Blory, and therefore in hz likewiſe, and fo in a compariſons 
life hath the prehemzinence, and the coritinuance of it is jultly 
called by the Apoſt tea mercy. 


To tlofe wp tha, Hfe continued, health reftored, are wereirs; Qui bes trite - 
-ohfer not us by ab»fny them to ine turne them into judge- rogue, withs- 


hes hong Lay, S : Wow "men Mu Arr 
mene , who can believe it? and yet we may often ſee ir, men rerenn fnlqufhe- 
tibm noſtris, 

&c- Salv, de 


chanpebi-fings into curſes by their iniquities., and as Parifi- 
enfps excellently expreſſerh it, 7pſa beneficia ſibs faciunt pena- 


tia'& inftramema contra ſtipſos divine juſtitie, They make be- Gub. 1.6. 
weſits ro-berome puniſhments, and the fruits of Gods mercy inſtris- Paril, de Un 
ments of hz ftice. The truth is, it was not fo much /ife as the "© ſo prim. 


righe ſe, Saint Pan! conceived Epaphroditus wonld make of 
his life, which moved him to ca/t it a mercy, Multi periczile & 
peſtilens fanitas ſuit qui twtius egrotaſſent : Indeed theſe thin 


part-pars 
tia! 


de valer. corp. 


are ywd Of rvill to us according as we imploy then. Tt halU'been Ef pernicoyic 


@ Freatey mercy to many — ſinners chat they had con- 
tf at they were xecovered. Let us ,,;._ 

therefore'/xy oxt our 1ife, our health) according to our feverall Bern.dei 

Places, in Eva; ſerviee., io ſhall it prove glory to.God, benefit dom. 


tinued cb, or zyzd, then 


tO orbers, attd-a mercy to a : Oh my [oule, t « haſt received, 


PY ® rn he improve it os obedience; heatth is reSty- 
rea'to thy ogy, miploy it-in the ſervice ef thy.Ged : why ſronld 
thy bheney'be-tirnelt tx0. gall. thy field ant w L556 
fed $969 rebar, ; "9 Joielainto a ſword, thy delicates 


fe be > Wag by thee, it was intended 
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28 | ery in her Beangy. 


5 6 Ged, thox have canfe 0 take np the Apoſtles FG HAPP,, 
on.me And chus much ſhall ſuffice for the econd 
particular, gets 5+ wn to the .. 

3 Opportunity, ef the t50e, which j the laſt branch i implyed 
in the exeeptive But. Anda confires le But it is; indeed, the 
fickneſſe, like a foud was carrying him away, God-puts-in a But 
and ſtops its current; Epaphroaitas. was. falling into the pie, 
But: ad 'reacbeth- forth an haxd., to uphold. bim. God 
doth not /o-preſerve him.that the the peluſe ſhould: Shame, nay, 
when it is come he dathmot hinder it framing increaſing, but: when 
it is come to the height,then he rebukerh Oe: {caſe,. and faith, 
hitherto thes ſalt come and no further: All hopes of his recovery 
in wars eyes are periſbed, and lo,. he is. raiſed by the hand of 

od. Means either are wot afforded, or however wnable.to help. 

Goa becommeth his Phyſrian, and comwandeth the cxxe. It lets 

alob us lres thus much, that, Fe ; I 
F* When all hopes are liveleſſe, and helps ſeem fruitleſſe, then us 
> rvfang the ſeaſon of Gods deliverance; That childs condition is very 
enix dens cus ſad, whom the father and mother forſaks ; but then the Pſalmiſt 
Fmdect finds God ready tO take him wp : And the cauſal partie. inthe 
Jn: iv Originallis _ confiderable, not onely when , but becawſe he 
_ wed iz Was aa forſaken babe, God vouchſafeth to protett and provide 
£: for him; our extremity being not onely the o —_ unity when, 
reguam Jiberts- buta mathe why God will deliver. It was a dolefull complain: 


—_— which the poore Creep/e made to (brit, dyyguroer wn. = ay I: 
have not 4 man to put me into the nxady bur even that narration 


LS is an efficacious prayer ; The abſence "of mans belp, being the 
. s ſeaſon of Chriſt« preſence 4nd ſuccoxr. Saint Paul ſpeaking of 
boy agus our bleſſed Saviours Incarnation, ſaith, it was when the fulneſſe 

Sumana deſnt, of time came; if you will know when that full time was, 
" ds fu the mo ugh ey. At wacd gu OY res Lows the 
* Sbica King : if with Chry/ologs you looke into yes;you 
its. ſem. ſhal find them dajes of ee: wiſery to the fewiſo a- 
tion, their 7 emple profaned, Liberty ſuppreſſed., a abo- 

lifted, and the whole State full of c HH In- thoſe ds gu I 

. the fulneſſe, becauſe indeed the firyeſſe of time cy 

who wh the Redeemer,to appeare, and the horne of | - ig to 

| br raiſed np In which reſpe the OY ey —— 


Mercy in her Beatty, 29 

fit man, or according to. the Original, «4 man of opportunity. 

T hy way oh God is in the ſea , and thy paths in the great waters, Pſal 77.1g. 
faith the P/a/mi/+.: By which expreſlions no deubt he ehiefly in- 

tends (as-appeares by what followeth) to zete the impercepti- 

ble /ecrecie attending upon many of Gods diſpenſations, ſo that 

we can no more diſcerne the reaſon of them,than we can any im- 

preſſion of a ſvips paſſage inthe Sea , but yet withall it is not an 

improbable a//#/ox to underſtand Sea and great waters repre- 

ſenting doleful and periliozs diſtreſſes:Gods uſual courſe being 

to manifeſt himſelfnot in the allow river of a ſlight trouble, 

but the deep ſea of fome defperare calamity. The Dzſciples.enter 

into & ſvip, but (briſt comes not , the ſable mantle of the night 

covers them, and Chriſt comerh nor, the winde bloweth, .the- 
forme rageth, the waves ariſe, and yet Chriſt appeareth not, 

but-when Rey have-rowed 25. #r 30. furlongs, being farre. from Toh. 6. 19, 
tand, and in the depth of danger, then they ſee 7eſms walking on imme 7 
the Sea, and drawing nigh to the foip. to ſuccour them. To nu; ts y3%G 
this purpoſe is S. Cyrills obſervation upon this ſtorie, Chriſt gargaiuge- 
doth not preſently at the beginming of the. ſtorme appeareto ,,y 294 ty 
-his Di{cip/es, but when they had rowed far from land. Chriſt is g,,5 75 
not.alwayesat hand upon the firſt ox/er,but when through pre- ,, rIupor Tois- 
vailing fear,& almoſt over-whelming danger, our ſpirits. begin 4,75 TR ger 
to fail,then he breaks forth as it were in the miaſt of the waves, ., vi. o- x. 
calming the ftorm,expelling our feare, and preventing Our raine. pdureler.Cy.. 
, _ Iris very obſervable in that hundred and ſeventh - P/a/me, Alex, in. 
when the Prophet.celebrateth Gods goodneſſe to./everall ſorts Jgh, 
of men in their dangers, that their de/iverance was not wouch- | 
: ſafed till their danger appeared remedileſs:of travellers it is ſaid, "7 
they wandered {o long in the wildernes,till by reaſon of hunger and Pal. x07, 3,” 
thirſt their Jonle fainted iu them, and then, not till then upon #*9*  , _. 4 
their cxying the Lord delivered them; The Captives are ſaid to 9 O's aete>* > 
ft in darkneſſe and the ſpadow.of death, by reaſon of their-bends, . 895 Tis Ov: > 
yea, to fall downe and none to help. them, and then this want of !*#495 fvge=- | 
help «btainerh help, at their earneſt cry God ſaveth them. out: of Yn Boner.” * 
their diſtreſſe; when ſick, men.are brought ſo low that their Greg. Nyff.” I 
foxle abhorreth all manner of meat, and they draw nigh to the Tratt in Pſ- I 

ates of death, then God. ſendeth his Word and healeth them-: ver10,13,13, 

ly, the Scamens ſole is _ becauſe of trouble, they reele ver.18,20. 
E3 BE a. 


—— 


* 


L] 


| 4 ob 
E- F6 CASH Os. 


{CIO Oct 


> DRY. 


& E " ” > Mi of kk _— je 7” I” iran : A 
. _ 2nd - hs Met R 4 ne vY tae en tt wm WY pA AO ROTS FO as. + T 
wy a, SN os bf V  . 
OY "FEE oo, 4 CENT DLnrS s INT”, IP 8 % 1 \ 
» Box * e 
da 7 + - : : 
-Þ) « m - _ n " 0 V 
g . 
oY * 
- * 
. 4 ; . 


toni fro, and finyyer like n xrnnkev man, you,ure at theiewfts 
Vi5r.26.27;18, end, emgnn qor3 pan PI—_ v _ 
29. the florme-# calm, and ſo Siugerh cham but of 1hiir diſÞ+ſ6. 
Thus God, as he can, ſo uſually hedorh help ara pinch, when 
Facob watits bread ut hiyne, Foſeph is heard 'of ubroud + when 
The Prodigal! wants abroad, he is minded. of yriny hone; and 
Pſal-142.24- when we looke with Duvid os the right band, and thive ix no 
5a», yea, on the left hand, nay toandabout us, and all refuge 
Faileth us, | 
Reſtat iter eald, . 
we tray /coke wp'to God, and Gaul is ready to locks downe from 
veaven and help ws. © 5-4 | 
And nowif you ſhall inquire why Gadis pleaſed x6 cati-out 
ach a time of ſuccour , when in earreante perill , of owring, 
when ich ni7h to death : I wnſiver, tis bork in reference td 
himſelfe ind, As. | = 
" Inregard of himſelf, Be 3s | 
1. Partly thar it may appeareto behi worke, Thoſe eſe 
in theprodaRion of which, God ts as it were cafe ſoriain 
copartmer, making uſe of probable teaties, too ofren the 5x- 
fi-mivent is more looked upon than Gol ; but thoſe effects 
wherein he is cauſa ſobtaria, the fole agentefeRirig them 
Vaſo in Phi, 35 it were by his owne hand) enforce men to acknowledge it 
Perinttie tem 15 his dving. Quand humana omnem ſprm negant tune divine dro- 
ceſcere pirieuts fpen/xcio clare fulger, In the #y-time, when other Hurres ap- 
ut peridiients peare not, we know the /aght which wes 19 -obeſy from: vl 
wm merits 2" 5; fo when ferewmdary 'meanes froceed de to whow but 
autempericli Gol car the parient uſcribe vis recovery? wall thr this reaſon, | 
| rahiibacopm #2 0s Cle Hs drxtva ujjignaretier virtaii huyenine , that the 
| fr118 ſuampo- creature may not robrHith: hioghe 5,he chuſeth that come to de- 
4 A kver NE wot oy ſaccour- gs 
FE: * 2 - 2. Chitfly,that in futh works he may appear tobe a'Godl, in as 
; 1454 ies ann ts be ar he ONE ate mercy, Javety become ;/In- 
| Phali7.7, ſi#ow: tis the \ a anfheo David, ſhew thy wvailons ear. 
| Sevudrager en; IN vulgar (agrecing in this with 
| ox. the Hebrew) render it,wake rþy wereyer wonderfull, and farely: 
4 * whittrour #j/ an ng. mercy is moſt wonder-. 
fill, and therefore, ſaith Gregory, aſs. ar f -Guds 
enignity, 
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| Mercy inber Bean, 
;gnity, when: we aall. te. minde - aur. calamity : indeed God Tungnol m7 


ingeth us #igh. 10.dea#b, that we” may know our ſelves how ne arch | 


fraile and mortall wa are, that he may yaxe. wv, or rather wete I. 


knowns t0 166. and. ethers OBr- graces, and when we Are nign ts ut wenorign 
death he hath mercy, that we may know. bj, not onely peca- miſgienefire 


latively, but experimentally, how. great and: mighty, how good revocantur. | 
«ions he is; The trath is,Omnipotenti wmedzco nullum val- wy hom, 18; 
ney inſanatile, Newnd i incurable to. this. onnipuent Phyr yy pint 
fitian : and that he may appare to. be. ſa, he aften deferreth quod Dei pot: ne 
the cure till bwmre 5hull, and heipe failerh. In [ach delive- riom vince, ni- 


| y ; . bi 4 omns- 
rances', the cherefters of Gods a/aghty. goodneſle arc rl nyoo ng 


p/ainJy written ſo, that the blind Fgyprians can read them; and 

; > ſeeing the 1/racl/izes elcaps an imminent danger ary ay 

they acknowledge:the Lord fighterh for them. hom.in Bible 
In-relpe& of «4, that-the de/jyerance may be the more ac- par. 


eeptable 20: 1, 65. Well as havornrable- to him, To enery thing, Ti Tire Sev-- 


faith So/amon, there 564 /ea/ev, and indeed it is the [ea/en that- uaorwrigyy 

putteth a beauty uUpoRepery. theyg; in this regard, that of the # wirtor 755 

Prophet quan hecie » hom-beantifall are the feeet vf him. that 5% bet waya- 

bringeth-gool tidings.is rendered byTetwllian,quam tempeſtivi., noveies Thx- 

ING $ that which is ſeaſoneble being ever beantsfull; 148240p. STay 
_ | 


indee@urevery.opportune mercy there isa double beauty, the ir 799 Sniper 


one inthe ohiug<ooferred, the other in; the time of conferring Sian migey. 
thy Jer pe macagts eatery thy ſnd "9p Eras Tois 
ih -with.thy Elerie ana. thy majeſty wbich latter wor 6 Tei uns. 
; Rm Seviorme. ch peteintadine. tas. that: Grey) Sidhu: 


i600 ſay, widabybecnty aadabyboanty' and this is chen moſt Map ain 
her hoveſs-miſery,and ther highefinſolen- - Mar. 1. $6c 


cy. It is a fwoer anc chowce expreflion. of the Prophes, The Lord Pit 45.3. 
will wait rhat- be get gre ng be hiaſy TLIC RINS 


intended of his farbearivg 55 dgewent v0 -16-19.00. leſle:true of ir yag tows, 43 
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RN 75a Mercy tn her Beanty, 
E1 "HF ifs; TJſaac had not beene ſo preciexs, had 'he notbeen 'as*miracu- 
Tegamoliuir louſly reſtored as gives.” 1n fine, the language Of a depepwiaring 


uu ——r——— 


16-39% warreis the beſt rherorick.to extoll the bleſſing -of peace, how 
© gif. Cyr. welcome is a calme to the Marriner after a bluftering ſtorme ? 


Alex.in Joh. and health is never ſo amiable, as when it-brings /erters of cam- 
6. 19. mendation from 2 long and dangerous fickneſſe. 

To apply this, Itis a meditation which ſhould eneourage us 
to truſt in Ged, even when things are atthe wor, and though 
all other ſuccours faile, not to let goe our hold of him : As 
Apeltes ſtriving to: paint a drop of foams falling from a Horſes 
mouth, after long frady, deFairing, let his pexcill fall, and that 
fall did it, Dwod aſſequi non potuit caſus expreſſit, effeQing by 
chance what he _ not by art, and when both ature and 
art can goe no further, divine providence undertaketh, nay, 
effefterh the worke, and therefore, as the Apoſtle faith of joy, 
I fay of hope, hope alwayes in the Lord, indeed, magne indole ef 

Sperare ſemper, it is an argument of an herozck minde, to hope 
alwayes, and of a piows minde to place that hepe on Ged ; 
Juſtia ſemper David ſaith of himſelfe, I have hoped in thy word, the Septua- 
ph _ int read it injanioa,and the valgar Latine accordingly ſwper- 
Phwes ah ſperavi,which as S. Ambroſe interpreteth it,is ad ſperandum ſems- 
iffl:&me erumpis Per creſcere &-ſpems ſþei adjungere,to add hope to hope, & that even 


'Eraſm, ſimil. 


Phil. 3 'T. 
SKlor,1-4c. 8, 


dfperarevon then when afflittion is added to.affiition : Excellent to this pur- 
novir, poſe is that coxyſel of the Greeke Father, when externall means 
_. = Pl. pre leaſt let thy confidence be greateſt, for then God diſplayeth his 


s ._ power moſt, not at the beginning, bur when things are deſperate, 
Ren © ow for this 246k ſeaſon of 7 ; wn 
in diſmal dangers we open the eye of /exſe, and onely pore upou 
, 7, the extremity of the ryouble;whereas it becometh a Sairr, even 
*#7%5n 7%", then to pen the eye of faith, and Jorke-upon the energy of Geds 
KAAISE EAT dowey: | drier og LEIY Rh OED. 3 Tha 
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vine help. It is our great faxlt that. 


fl 03 : Andto'carry, it one Rep further, Let even the depth of myſery 
6.” 4 mM bean $ncomragement tO Our -con e, in as much'as that is 
,- PIALTI7- a ;5meof deliverance: when the »ight is at the darkeſt, we 
| _ know day-break is xeareſt, the lowneſſe of the ebbe argueth the 
flowing in of the r5de tobe at hand : ſomay we conctnde-divine 
os ſucconr approaching fromthe premiſſes-of a grievous calamity 
| Bzek.346, ing. We read inthe vifonof the ON 
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i char | 1idd-od T=M 4 
F Genp aj ” oþ 2s Aion. y exeywyly "i 
trenge, but yet / reng Was the ſain W 2 iſh. OX- Gi ma idlin. © 
preſſeth, =, faith, 7 hewgh. «n hoſte ſheu/d encamp againſt Juba Oe iN 
we, wy heart ſhall nat feare, though warre ſhould riſe agashſt me, og... 
- #n thi will 1be confident : Loe here, a ſanly like the arkriſing td gent 
with the waters, the excamping ofan beſte is terribl, and yer H 
David feareth not : the r:/wg wp Of warre is yet more 
rous ; and David will Uo. net feare,. but op. Ls wt: 


Loa Ariel | 
Ez ere the ifs My the og x 
to res bim. Not. much unlike this hy de twore 


yrs lenge: 9k ca 
7s peace bing. Pagnines HF 6f the Hebrew -Þ 
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$9» and y wiraree—Eoar them, the violent ao, | 
L3.* toſſed the $hjp, enforeed them to eaſt out the gbods,yea, every | 
'*1 womens they expect rhemſelves to be made a prey to the roring 
- Waves all hope that they ſpould be ſaved being taken away? but 


E _ Thy Ji" Fogg behold, that night an Angell of God. ol andeth by Pavk,and from 


TEXY foe 
, God aſſures him of hu and their preſervation. 
Snare 1 one yet xearer to the inflaxce of the Texy:: 


dr <2. 3 bir It was no ſlight ſickyeſſe afiitted David, when he faid My 


E ? os indavcer. heart panteth, ” freng th faileth' me, as for the light of mine. 


in A&. 
enes it 4s gone from me; the eaſe (it ) had ſeized upon 

= Snare al his es animals —_ dimneſſe ct his ezes, his bs 
rall in'the faxking of his frewgth, bis vitall in hy en, of... his 
7 wp brats adi then i. muſt needes him very ig 
ular} dei death; yea, it ſnack David feared it, ſo ear- 
3-4 nel ſtly pray againſt it in another P/a/m:; But when _—_ neAY., 
14h Muſc.in Ged is neare too, hearing his prayer, and preſerving his fe. .. 
j-v' - * Itis faid:of + arr; that ke was ich wwte at the diſeaſe 
. was is owns he >achoued bis bones ſbonddbe. .and wn.end 

yea, be-raqeived a ſentence. Of. drach; 


| hntate nenle  wrcogf ies rom God by 

rrevvis.” So: the Prophet, Nee hine ns In 0xder.; for thous ſhalt. dye and not 

- Mag-in'Evan. Jive ; But that threat. was onely like frodens 'ecept, DOR A 

AG "Wy . Heelarazion of what God intended rod nely-a S. prohaves 
a. bf 


un ig the diſeaſe wat dead God bs fries, Pre- 
" The {entwrions *.0— Hg is viſas ya .- Pg eaver.; ; OF 


As orbrigek -him _to-the; very; Hh wha KE 
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be for Gods pine: being fee! dyerh, dying is buried, andb- 
ving been ſome dayesibwrie ae oy inketh ix:eh 
grave; and now is the time' come. for Chriſt by bis pow 
voice tO r4iſe him from the ſleep of death,” and' bed' of the. 
grave. by T3617 ; oor ot ch 2 
| Loy bins, even: p bf qprms ww bee ehperr ay "3 
many wore might þe added (befpaer this in the Text) allefſer- fare eng EE: 
ting this 1ra#h, and thereby aſſuring our faith of Gods, delive- Anon; 2 
rence inthe work extremity. To all which - give me leave ts < 


} 


Re. 


6 - 


| adde one more, even my owne late experience of Gods maruvailons Wi edini, nit © 
kiwdeneſſe vouchſafed to me. ' - : _ JONgs aque + 
. It isnot many weekes agoe ſince it pleaſed the wiſe God to vi- od. 4 
fie me with a ſore and violent; Feaver; that Fever ſo exhauſted. habeas, adminin, . 
my. irirs, and enervated my body, that T might well rake up atque agit, ud * - ; 

- Davids expreſſion, There was but a ſtep betweene me and death: Suman fie -* 
Much about that :5»e when the d«3e; of the yeare are at the Pe Mem fe N 

| tongef, the dyes of my /ife ſeemed to be at the forreft, Thus /,, defberationls 
| ory wb part of this Texe verified, I was fick nigh. to death, acedar quarenus 
. indeed//o.*;gh, that I was 4s 4 dead man in the opinion of the :qu-d fatluru 
' tarmd, yea, aQually dead and buricdin the: repors of the'yal- | oft drvinum Br, | 
£ar,and truly I had exe tha beene not onely: fowre dayes with Yvon 4 
Lazarus, but more than four weeks putrifying inthe' grave, gy "© ew J 
had nor divine geodweſſe prevented; But God bad: merey on me, x Fam 20.3, © © 2 
and ſothe wherparriofimy Text is likewiſe: fulfilled: when;:Fuverhe 10,my_ | 
the-fckxeſſe ha Wag at. 
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$. Thor FEY waar THEY Prager dr other, havekind\ 
nence of emmentide/lforragces': oh ruitthem now to-2599, 


& ler your gratefull remembraive COMEUP As a memorial before. 
the Loyd : I doubt got but way of you, yea, wery many, did 
put up prayers, fervent prayers atthe -throve of of race for this 
mercy(which I now celebrate) myrwoevery. # d:brethran, 
I took upon 'my healch,as S: Punt on his prejirvation;es a yuft 
beftowed on me by the meanes (to-wit, for the ſakes-and prayers) 
of many;and ſurely as prayers have been made lo fit iLis-rhuuks- 
giving ſhould be renerned by:mny on my behalfe, tit weren 
Jſrame to be zealous in beg £ging and. cols'in blefſing;to:ory aloud 
Live us our dayly bread;andioneby whiſper bullowsd the thy mance. 
Stef ed hendlore be the Lora God of his unworthy fervant,whs 

one aeth'wondrous things ;' yea, bleſſed be hs gloria nume for. 
ever,and let all that have beene petitioners for me ſay with meat 
leaſt i in their hearts, Amen, Amgen. 

And now my Dearly beloved:Parifhioners, and freinds muhe. 
Lord, what is my deſire, but that'yow ma have caſe itt alinſien 
: cothe following words'of this verſe, toifay, God had mercy, wot 
'on him onely, but us alſo ; that my; preſervation may be foryyour 
edificarion, as well for my conſolation : thatyan,who:have utroa- 

. dy found $exefir by my weak Mfimftery, may bermore firength- 
-ned; and thoſe, who have heretofore been.wnprofitable, may 
-now be bow Vos RA I__ domTredea: 
{oxy ; tet it be your proyey for me. > rhut thirewonke of : 
" Chrift dro diem and fairhfoully than ever; "it ſhall be my 
- prayer arora fer*it. Sh! yo? endeavour ns: DAE 
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